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ad THE SPANISH SLAVE-TRADE., 


The recent distinctions conferred on General O’ Donnell, captain 
general of Cuba, is the last proof, if any other were wanting, of 
the bad faith of the Spanish government in all that relates to the 
suppression of the slave-trade. This truly infamous person after 
having been permitted to realize an immense fortune by the dreadful 
traffic, has been enabled, and will, it is expected, soor return to Spain 
to enjoy, if his conscience permit, the fruits of his ill-gotten gains. 

The following extracts: from the latest official correspondence, 
published in 1845, relative to the slave-trade, will show the utter 
uselessness of trusting to the good faith of the Spanish government, 
and will fully justify the severity of our es on General 
©’Donnell, now Count de Lucena. 


THE SPANISH SLAVE-TRADE. 
Mr. Bulwer to Senhor Gonzalez Bravo. 


«ke By the preamble to the treaty concluded in 1817, between 
Great Britain and Spain, Spain bound herself to Great Britain to 
‘ adopt, in concert with her, efficacious means for bringing about 
the abolition of the slave-trade, and effectually suppressing illicit 
traffe in slaves on the part of Spanish subjects.’ And Spain 
further engaged by the treaty itself, that from the date of the 
exchange of the ratifications of the treaty it should not be lawful 
for Spanish subjects to carry on the slave-trade on any part of the 
coast of Africa north of the equator; and that from the 30th May, 
1820, the slave-trade should be abolished threughout the entire 
dominions of Spain ; so that after that date it should not be lawful 
for any of the subjects of the crown of Spain to purchase slaves, 
or to earry on the slave-trade, on any part of the coast of Africa, 
upon any pretext or in any manner whatever. 

“The cruizers of each nation were empowered to seize vessels 
with slaves, if found at sea under the flag of the other nation ; 
tribunals, composed of individuals of eich country, were to try 
such vessels ; and the slaves taken in them were to be emancipated 
by those tribunals, and to be delivered over to the government 
in whose territory the case was tried ; and in the regulations for 
the guidance of the tribunals, it was especially declared and pointed 
out to their attention, that each government bound itself to gua- 
rantee the liberty of such portion of the individuals as should be 
respectively consigned to it. 

‘In consideration of the stipulations of the said treaty, Great 
Britain engaged to give to Spain the sum of £400,000 sterling, in 
full compensation for all losses sustained by Spanish subjects on 
account of vessels captured previously to the treaty, and also for 
losses which, in the words of the treaty, were described as a 
necessary consequence of the abolition of the slave-traffic. 

- S¢'Phe treaty in question was so far fulfilled, that cruizers were 
appointed to act under it; commissioners were appointed to try 
cases ; vessels were taken, tried, and condemned; and tlie slaves 
received from the tribunals a sentence of emancipation. Regu- 
lations: were also drawn-up and agreed upon, providing for a 
temporary apprenticeship, by which the negroes emancipated might 
be prepared for final and entire fredom. 

.. “Great Britain paid the money required from her, and has 
from the first laboured sedulously in fulfilment of the obligations of 
the. treaty. The question, therefore, naturally arises as to how 
Spain has fulfilled her share of the engagement. 

<< Now in 1821 the number of slflves in Cuba was estimated at 
265,000. A census of the population was taken in 1827, which 
gaye the number of slaves in Cuba to be 286,942. Another census 
was taken in 1841, when the return of slaves then existing 
was given at 496,495 ; thus making an increase, even by official 








census, of 210,000 in those last fourteen years. But even that 
census is well known to be much under the reality ; and all the 
most intelligent inhabitants at this moment agree that the number 


| of slaves in Cuba is not less than between 800,000 and 900,000. 


‘So unnatural and alarming an increase in the slave population 
can only be accounted for by long-continued and almost avowed 
connivance at the trade on the part of the loce!l authorities, whose 
conduct has never met with that speedy and just reprehension from 
the government at Madrid which the strict fulfilment of the treaty 
with Great Britain peremptorily demands. 

‘< Indeed, vessels have arrived, and cargoes of slaves have been 
landed, in the face of day, and in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the capital itself. The facts have been denounced by British 
functionaries to the captain-general ; the name of the vessel, the 
number of slaves, the very spot on which they were eonfined, have 
been made known to him,—all in vain. No proofs sufficiently 
strong ; no evidence has been sufficiently clear, to establish facts 
which were matters of public notoriety. 

“Nor has the conduct of the authorities in Cuba been less 
culpable in respect to the Negroes who have been emancipated by 
the Mixed Court, than to those who have been plunged into slavery 
before their eyes. Repeatedly, at the conclusion of their appren- 
ticeship, have these unfortunate persons been sold. for a new term 
of slavery, to the profit of those whose solemn duty it was to 
secure to them complete and permanent freedom. 

“It is true the forcible representations of her majesty’s goyern- 
ment produced on the 2nd of January, 1826, a royal order, en- 
joining the authorities in Cuba to carry the treaty with Great 
Britain into faithful execution; and they were furthermore warned 
against the delay and evasion, from their custom of referring 
to Madrid upon every remonstrance or complaint addressed te 
them. But even this order was of no avail, and the old practices 
still continued. 

‘In the hope of placing some check upon these abuses, Her 
Majesty’s government concluded a new treaty in 18365, more strins 
gent than that of 1817, inasmuch as that it empowered British 
cruizers to seize vessels under the Spanish flag, when equipped 
for the slave trade; and stipulating, that two months after ihe 


exchange of the ratifications the Spanish goverment. should pro- | 


mulgate a penal law, affixing a severe punishment upon all Spanish 
subjects concerned in the slave trade. 

“< However, the traffic was actively carried on; and pias the 
importation of negroes was less, those who reeched the shores of 
Cuba were suffered to be made slaves in a manner so disgraceful as 
to establish the universal belief that the captain-general profitted 
by his forbearance. That everything depended upon the spirit and 
integrity of this functionary now indeed became apparent.’ 

After paying a deserved compliment to General Valdes, O’Don- 
nell’s predecessor, for his efforts to terminate the slave trade, in 
which he was neither seconded by the functionaries which - ‘gur- 
rounded him, nor by General Espartero himself, then regent. of 
Spain, Mr. Bulwer adds the following remarks respecting the 
unfortunate emancipados, whose case we have so often iat 
before the public :— 


“‘The undersigned has to notice a similar result with respect 
to the negroes to whom he has already alluded, as retained in 
slavery notwithstanding their emancipation by the mixed com- 
mission: a class calculated at about 7,000 at Cuba. 

‘In the course of 1842, 920 adult individuals, or about an eighth 
of the whole number, besides 295 children, their offspring, were set 
free. In the first six months of 1843, 141 adults with 19 children ; 
and in the next four months only 103 adults with 29 children were 
liberated ; whilst in September last there were es 20 adults, with 
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three children ; and in October last but 12 adults, with 10 children, 
who received their long-promised boon. 

“ The undersigned has been directed to state to the government of 
Spain, that it is with real sorrow that Her Majesty’s government, 


. looking at all these facts, find themselves compelled to confess that 


it would be culpable on their part were they to continue to act as 
if any just reliance could be placed upon Spain executing her 
engagements, 

“In 1841, the draft of a convention was transmitted te Madrid; 
by which it was prdposed to institute, by the aid of British 
functionaries, on examination into the titles by which the slave 
population of Cuba is held. Encouraged, however, by the appear- 
ance of good faith on the part of the government of Cuba, as it 
was then administered, Her Majesty’s government admitted the 
weight of certain objections raised against that proposal by the 
government of Madrid, and forbore to press the said convention. 
The state of things, however, whieh at present exists, puts an end 
to all the hopes that, for the brief and honourable period of the 
late governor-general’s administration of Cuba, were entertained. 
Great Britain then must now trust to her own resources, and to 
those alone, for the suppression of the slave trade carried on by 
vessels under the Spanish flag. She is prepared to do so; but she 
is also entitled, by a solemn engagement of the Spanish Crown, to 
require that those who equip and navigate these vessels, as well as 
the receivers of their cargoes, shall be crimivals by the law of Spain, 
and that they shall be punished accordingly. More than eight 
years have passed since this engagement was entered into, and it is 
still unredeemed.” 

Mr. Bulwer concludes his communication by demanding of the 
Spanish government “the promulgation of a penal law against all 
the slave-traders, subjects of her catholic majesty ;” and that 
“* orders may be-sent fothwith to General O’Donnell to carry out 
the measures necessary for the suppression of the slave-trade,” to 
one the just demands of Great Britain.’’—Slave-Trade Papers, 
Pp. 3—6. 





GENERAL O’DONNELL. 


‘ F¥oth a document forwarded by Mr. Bulwer to Lord Aberdeen, 
it cppears that “those who are 61 in slave-dealing are almost 
exclusively Peninsular merchants, “and certain employés of the 
Spanish government,” of which, undoubtedly, General O’ Donnell 
was the chief, : 
Mr. Bulwer to Senhor Mon. 
Mr. Bulwer, after narrating the great extent and activity of the 


‘Bavestrade Between Africa and Cuba, and that no steps were taken 
. to puriish and put an end to such illegal proceedings,” proceeds to 


observe :— 

“Im the last year, no less than three insurrections of negroes 
have taken place in the island, besides several minor outbreaks ; 
end in most cases the ring-leaders of these insurrectio..s were found 
t6 be negroes who had recently been torn from their families in 
Affica. , 

* The tmost cruel tortures were inflicted upon them to induce in 
then @ confession of the origin and cause of the conspiracy. At 


' the very stake they have declared, that it was not of any one par- 


ticular feature of their treatment in Cuba, or of any one particular 
inidividual that they complained; and that it was not cruelty or 
M-usege which drove them to rebellion, but the loss of that liberty 
of which they have been unjustly deprived, and for the recovery of 
Which they declared themselves ready to brave any amount of 
suffering, and without which they would not willingly live ; and in 
many cases even where insurgent negroes have not fallen into the 
hands of the authorities, they have made good this assertion by 
putting an end to themselves. 

~ “Tn other instances they have been tortured, to induce them to 


"Confess their ‘associates. ‘In their agony,’ says the consul, ‘they 


have ‘promised to tell all » and when that all has been told, it has 


turned out, not that disclosures have been made as to particular 


Parties engaged in the plot, but that all the black and coloured 
people are of the same opinion, considering themselves to be as free 
as the “whites. ‘The lash’ continues the consul, ‘has been re- 
sumed, and continued until death has released the victims from 


their sufferings.’ ‘Negroes,’ he says in his latest despatch, ‘are 


Cut to pieces and butchered wholesale in every direction.’ 
“ The insurrections, however, are not put down. ‘ Every day,’ 
observes Mr. Crawford, ‘the state of the island becomes more and 


more alarming.’ ‘The negroes are in a disturbed and ‘very dissa- 





tisfied way throughout. all the cultivated districts, especially in the 
neighbourhood of Matanzas, Santa Clara, and all up to Cardenas. 
The proprietors find that with the severity of treatment and restraint 
consequent cn the recent disaffection, there is great disposition to 
revolt, and upon some estates the negroes refuse to work 
altogether.’ 

‘¢ According to a private letter from a respectable planter, all is 
suspicion, distrust, and apprehension, throughout the island. 

‘< Tt was not an unnatural consequence of this state of things that 
the most respectable and wealthiest proprietors in the island should 
have joined in addressing a memorial to the governor, in which 
they urge.\ him to put in execution the treaty of Spain with Great 
Britain, reminding him how constantly and hew notoriously it had 
been broken; and to take every possible means to prevent the 
success of the rising rebellion of the slaves; but concluded by 
saying that all measures would be in vain, unless he put an end to 
further importations. 

‘‘ The captain-general, in one instance, refused to réceive the 


‘memorial, and warned those who presented it that their conduct 


in so doing would be marked. Instead of stifling the expression of 
opinion by this course, the feelipgs of dissatisfaction and appre- 
hension which produced that memorial were only strengthened ; 
another was drawn up and presented to him, which he tore to pieces 
before the memorialists. 

‘<In a third instance he is said to have committed himself even 
further, and to have written to the parties transmitting it to him a 
threatening letter, ‘of such a character,’ adds the informant, ‘as 
effectually to prevent their further expression of opinion.’ Never- 
theless, the memorials have got abroad; two of them having reached 
Madrid have been sent as enclosures in my despatches to her Ma- 
jesty’s government, and others have reached England, and have 
been forwarded to me. And yet, when the commissioners recently 
represented to the captain-general the violations of the treaty which 
were continually taking place, and supported their representations 
by calling his attention to the statements confirming them in these 
memorials, his excellency ventured to declare to the commissioners, 
that ‘he had neither memorial presented to, nor representations 
made to him, from any place in Cuba of the character they alleged; 
whence,’ said he, ‘I draw the conclusion that the people are 
satisfied with my resolution to fulfil the treaties and punish the 
offenders.’ 

“The commissioners exclaim, and no doubt justly, that ‘ the 
whole community of the place is scandalized by the manner in 
which these affairs are carried on, raising fear and apprehension in 
the minds of many, and exciting the indignation of all.’ They 
repeat over and over again in the dispatches, with copies of which 
I am furnished, that the only persons in Cuba who are willingly 
parties of this scandalous state of things, are the local authorities 
and the slave merchants themselves ; and that the ‘cupidity of the 
governor,’ (such are their words,) ‘is the real cause of the con- 
tinuance of the slave-trade in Cuba.’ ‘ This baneful traffic,” say 
her majesty’s functionaries, ‘is forced upon the island to the 
manifest peril and discontent of the proprietors, merely to enrich 
the captain-general.’ 

‘<The bribes which the authorities of Cuba have for many years 
received for upholding the slave-trade of that island have been well 
known, and have been pointed out to the government of Spain, 
and they had been often urged to put a stop to these iniquities. 
The precise sum given for each slave, the officers among whom it 
was divided, and the proportion in which it was shared, were noto- 
rious. The Spanish government have not been able to deny those 
facts, although they have asserted that it has not been for any 
neglect of duty on the part of the authorities that the slave-trade 
was kept up. But it has been proved, that when the government 
of her catholic majesty appointed a person of honour and integrity 
to be governor of Cuba, and one who undertook the high fune- 
tions entrusted to him with other views. than those of enriching 
himself and his associates by ® corrupt connivance at the. crime 
which he was appointed to repress, that trade speedily’ declined, 
and indeed had almost ceased to exist. A change, however, ‘was 
made in the government of the island, and the iniquitous traffic is 
again in full vigour, notoriously encouraged, and almost openly 
defended, by the man to whom her catholic majesty’s government 
have confided the interests and honour of the colony, and the duty 
of watching over the faithful discharge of an engagement solemnly 
entered into by the crown of Spain. ” : ot 

*€ It isfor the Spanish government alone to consider what-may 
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be the consequences of a perséverarice in sich Gondact on the part 
of the colonial authorities, so far as the welfare of the colony is 
concerned. Were it the sole object of her majesty’s government 
to see the liberation of the slaves in Cuba accomplished, 10 matter 
by what means, or at what cost of blood, and social order, they 
could. hardly wish a more cértain course to be pursied than that 
which during thé past year the government of Madrid appear to 
have permitted, if not sanctioned, in those officers. It is, however, 
the earnest prayer of her majesty’s government that the fearful 
catastrophe with which Cuba is threatened may yet be averted. 
But whatever measures with this view the Spanish government 
may in its pradence adopt, the flagrant violations of the treaties 
with Great Britain which are almost daily perpetrated in Cuba, 
and the equivocations atid false statements with which the remon+ 
strances of her majesty’s servants havé been met by the represen- 
tative of the Spanish crown, give her majesty’s government the 
right to require, that éffectual means shall be taken to put an end 
to these acts, and to prove that they are not committed under the 
authority of the government of Madrid. 

“It is the conviction of her majesty’s governnient, that the 
honourable observance of the treaty of 1845 is impossible, unless the 
penal law prescribed by it shall be enacted and enforced, and unless 
General O’Donnell shall be recalled from the government of 
Cuba.’ —Jbid, pp. 24—26. 

. In consequence of the urgency of the British government, the 
penai law demanded, or rather an equivalent for it, was passed by 
the Cortes last year. Like all other medsures of the kind, it will 
prove futile. It is intended to mect the exigency of the monient, 
and nothing more. 





LEGISLATION IN BRITISH GUIANA. 


To the Right Honourable W. E, Guapstonz, Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, &e. 


Sir,—By the last West Indian Mail, the Conimittee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society have been made acquainted 
with the fact that a bill to enlarge the jurisdiction of the inferior 
courts of criminal justice in British Guiana, had been submitted to the 
consideration of the Court of Policy by the attorney-general, with 
the sanction of his excellency the governor of that colony; and 
that there was no doubt of its receiving the sanction of that bedy; 
and of its becoming Jaw, unless her Majesty should be pleased to 
disallow it. . 

As this is justly regarded by the emancipated classes and their 
friends, both in the colony and in this country, as another in the 
series of attempts to bring the labouring population of the colony 
within the power of their masters; and as it has already created the 
greatest alarm amongst them, the committee take the liberty, sir; 
of calling your early attention to it, and of submitting to you some 
reasons why they would deprecate its becoming law. 

In the first place, they object to the constitution of the inferior 
criminal courts. These courts aré to be presided over by thé high 
sheriff of British Guiana, and the sheriffs of Essequibo and Berbice. 
The former of these functionaries is to be president of the court 
appointed to be held monthly in the county of gan the two 
latter to be presidents of those to be held in the counties to which 
they. are respectively attached. Each sheriff is to be assisted by 
not less than three justices of the peace; and each court, thus con- 
stituted, is empowered to try, correct, and punish, such offenders 
as may be brought before it. There is to be no jury, no counsel 


for the offender, no appeal from its decisions, however severe they . 


may be; nor is it required that any one or more of the parties, 
constituting the said courts, shall be learned in the law, and capable 
of administering justice with ititelligence and impartiality. It is 
wellknown that the high sheriff of Britisli Guiana is a planter, ard 
was formerly a holder of slaves in the colony ; and that the major 
part of the justices who will bé associated with hint in the adminis- 
tration of the law, will be planters also. From a court, composed 
of sach persons, it is not to be expected that the fornier Slave will 
be equitably and fairly dealt witli, especially as the proceedings of 
these courts will rarely, if ever, be carried on under the scrutiny of 
the public eye, or be subject to the reports ot rebukes of a free and 
independent press. Colonial prejudices, the recollection of lost 


power, and the influence of personal interests, will not fail, the- 


committee think, to warp the judgments of these courts, and to 
inflict injury where justice ouly should be administered The sheriff 





justice has the advantage of be 








of Essequibo, though not a planter, if the committee do not greatly 
err, is not qualified either by educition, activity, or firniness of 
purpose, to control the local justices who may be associated with 
him and even if he were possessed of the requisite legal know-~ 
ledge and moral courage, which would qualify him to discharge his 
duty as chairman of his court, he sould always be over-borne by 
the votes of his colleagues, whatever might be his own éorivictions 
of duty. The sheriff of Berbice, formerly in the East India Oom- 
pany’s service, is generally, and the committes think, justly regarded 
by the emancipated classes, as their eriemy, or, at all events, their 
traducer, and the friend of the planters, From hin, the committee 
fear the labourers would not expect t6 receive justice. The eomi- 
mitteé have ventured to direst your attention to these facts, not 
in the spitit of hostility to these gentlemen; but because they are 
satisfied that if these inferior criminal courts are necessaty to the 
administration of justice, they ought to be 86 constituted as to 
inspiré all parties in the colony, especially the labouring classes, 
with respect for its members, and with confidence in theit decisions, 
In the second place, the greatest objection is felt to the extra« 
ordinary powers intended to be conferred on these courts, They are 
‘to hear and determine by a majority of votes, all cases of breaches 
of the peace, petty thefts, and other offences committed within the 
jurisdiction of the supreme court of criminal justice ;” and to inflict 
a punishment not other than or exceeding imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for a term not exceéding six months, or fine 
not exceeding twenty pounds, or whipping not exceeding thirty- 
nine stripes, (in the case of males only,) or any two or more of such 
kinds of punishments together within the limits aforesaid. So that 
these courts have the power of inflicting for a single offence a fine 
of twenty pounds, six months’ imprisonment with hard labour, at 
the perial settlement on the Massaroony, and thirty-nine lashes 
with the cat! It is, the committed think, sufficient to peint out 
this circumstatice, to ensuré the defeat of so monstrous an enact- 
ment. An offetider brought befare the supreme court of criminal 
g@ tried by three judges learned in 
the law, and by three pees: ip aemeap selected, aud of- being 
defended by counsel; but, in the ense of those brought before the. 






inferior criminal courts, is tried by persons unlearned 
in the law, is deprived of eoungel, and is allowed no appeal. Besides 


which, the proceedings of the superior courts are always open te 
the public and the press, whilst those of the inferior courts will, in 
most cases, be carried on without tliese salutary checks. | 

Objecting, as the committee do generally to the power of punish- 
ment about to be conferfed on the inferior criminal courts, they 
take special exception to that portion of it which relates to thé 
infliction of the lash. This return to the barbarous practice of 
slavery cannot fail to awaken painful recollections, and give keeri- 
ness to the resentment which is already felt by the labouring popu- 
lation against a species of punishment, which they belieye is 
intended to coerce and degrade them, without any just or sufficient 
reason for it being shown. Jealous of their rights, suspicious of 
their employers, and not without reaset; it is of the wtmost im- 
portance, in the judgment of the committeé, that the stream of 
justice should run pure, and that they should be able to rely with 
unlimited confidence on the wisdom and equity of the home goverii- 
ment. They uieed protection from vicious and oppressive legislation, 
and the committee trust, sir, that they will receive it at your hands, 
for they are persuaded ‘that without it, it will be difficult; if nét 
impossible, to secure the future prosperity of the colony. 

The committee are aware that inferior criminal courts havé 

existed in British Guiana, from a period anterior to the abolition of 

slavery i in that colony ; and that the object of the present ordinance 
is to enlarge their powers by conferring upon them the authority 
to punish offenders with six, instead of three months’ imprisonment. 
with or without hard labourthe other penalties remaining the 
same as heretofore. Without referring to the altered eiroumstances 
of the colony, or discussing the question whether the infliction of a 
fine to the extent of twenty pounds steriing, or indeed a mach leis 
sum than that, on a labourer, in addition to imprisonment for six 
months, might not pfoloig his imprisonment indefiaitely, the eon 
mitfeé would observe that the punishment of floggiig was designed 
for slaves; and that although the ordinance ‘was allowed to go into 
operation, the flogging was interdicted by the honte government, 
At all events, so far as the committee are infopnie 
record, they may say it has never been res od 
plete abolition of slavery, Its re-etiactment, af 
allowed to fall into desuetude, is regarded with i ing 


emancipated classes, and great excitement 
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' The objection of the committee to these inferior criminal courts 
gathers strength from the recollection that since the period of 
treedom a large number of emigrants have been introduced into 


_the colony, many of whom, as in the case of Africans just liberated 
as from slave-vessels, and Coolies from Hindostan, are wholly ignorant 
of the language of the colony, as well as its institutions, end they 


‘as well as others of the same class who may be introduced, will be 
forthwith subjected to the penalties of this obnoxious ordinance. 
Such being the case the committee nced scarcely say that it may 
very readily be made an instrument of coercion in the hands of 
employers, they being the magistrates of the colony, or identified 
with them in feeling and interest. 

In conclusion, sir, the committee would indulge the hope that, 
under your vigilant superintendence, the state of the laws in the 
colonies generally, will be strictly inquired into, with a view to 
the repeal or revision of suclt of them as may require it, so as best 
to secure the ends of justice; and that such an alteration in the 
mode of their administration will follow, as shall best secure the 
cordial support of all parties interested therein. 


1 have the honour to be, sir, 
(On behalf of the Committee, ) 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Jonn Scope, Secretary. 


Anti-Slavery Office, 27, New Broad-street, 
March 19th, 1846. 





THE LIBERTY OF BRITISH SUBJECTS INVADED IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 


We call the special attention of our readers to the following 
extracts of a narrative of Capt. McLean, of the Brig, Susan King, 
of St. Lucia. It refers to the treatment of a portion of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, who visit the slave-states in merchant vessels on their law- 
fal business. It is but one of a long series of cases which have oc- 
eurred ; and with men less firm than Capt. McLean, has led to the 
incarceration of British seamen in the common jails of the United 
States, contrary to the express stipulations of our treaties with that 
country. This subject. has been again and again brought under 
the attention of Government, but hitherto without producing any 
beneficial result. It must not, however, be allowed to slumber 
any longer. The formal demand of the late Mr. Canning, for the 
repeal of the laws, in the United States, affecting the liberty of 
her Majesty's coloured subjects, must be again reiterated by 
Government until they arerepealed. 


I sailed, says Capt. McLean, from your island, in the brig Susan King, 
in December last, for Wilmington; and, owing to sickness that prevailed 
amongst the crew, and to navigate the ship with safety, I had to employ 
for this voyage to Wilmington, some coloured men of this island. Having 
arrived at Wilmington on the 3lst of December, and having on the same 
day entered my vessel at the custom-house, and deposited my muster-roll 
at the British vice-consul’s office, according to law, I was not a little 
surprised when, on the following day, the harbour-master, on presenting 


‘me the harbour regulations, informed me that seeing part of my crew 


to be coloured men, he must take them out of the vessel and confine them 
in jail until the sailing of the ship. After some ineffectual remonstrance 
with the harbour-master on the cruelty and injustice of such an act, which 
I maintained could hardly apply to a British ship and British subjects, be- 
sides the loss and detention of the ship for want of her effective crew, thereby 


leaving my ship in a crippled state, disabling me from carrying on the 


necessary duty so short-handed, &c.; the harbour-master took his de- 
parture, giving me until the following morning at ten o’clock to provide 
men, as he would then come to take my ‘ black crew’ out of the ship to 
gaol, observing as he left, that he neither made nor could alter the law, 
but was appointed to carry it into effect, and he referred me to his in- 
structions in the harbour regulations on this subject. 

I went on shore and I found that nothing could be done, from the apathy 
and indifference with which the matter was treated by my friends and those 
with whom I wished to argue the matter ; and I wound up my negotiations 
by saying, ‘Gentlemen, the laws of my country happily make no dis- 
tinction in the colours of the skin; my men are free subjects of her 
Britannic Majesty and what a libel (I fearlessly said) it is when you 

ont bata profanation of the sacred word LiBEeRTy! 
free British eenaects, and I am their em- 






ies are guilty of nothing save Slab to 
of trade. This point I shall dispute, 








and if I am wrong, I will suffer for my temerity; if right, I fear not but 
my sovereign and country (insignificant as I am) will visit: with ample 
retribution any injustice done me.” 


Capt. McLean, atter describing the measures which he took on 
board the Susan King to prevent the capture of. his crew, proceeds 
in his detail by giving the following copy of a letter to the com- 
missioners of navigation, in the Port of Wilmington. | 


‘* Gentlemen, it is my painful duty to communicate to you how much 
I have been grieved in perusing the regulations for the port of Wil- 
mington, and by the further notification of the harbour-master, that part 
of my crew being coloured men (free British subjects) are to be taken by 
him, the harbour-master, out of my ship, and lodged in gaol, and there 
to be confined as criminals until the sailing of my ship from this port. 
That the free subjects of her Britanic Majesty coming to your port for 
the lawful and acknowledged purposes of commerce, are to be incar- 
cerated in gaol, as felons, without having committed any offence on the 
person or property of any individual in this community, appears to your 
communicant a most grievous act, by which the security and interests 
of his ship will be most injuriously affected. But, gentlemen, with- 
out commenting on the policy or expediency of such an arbitrary, 
cruel, and I must add, oppressive law, I beg most respectfully to submit 
this proposition, viz.: that I will give security, in any reasonable amount, 
that the coloured men shall not go on shore nor have any communication 
with the shore ; but while on board their ship, and under that flag of 
which they are the free subjects, I shall consider it my duty to protect 
from all violence against their liberty and person; and consider it a vio- 
lation of the law of nations, a degradation of her Majesty’s subjects, and 
a flagrant breach of Article Ist, of the Convention of Commerce between 
Great Britain and the United States of America—to wit: ‘The inhabi- 
tants of the two countries respectively shall have liberty freely and 
securely to come with their ships and cargoes to all such places, ports, 
and rivers in the territories aforesaid, &c.;’ and by virtue of the aforesaid 
treaty and convention, Ishall consider myself justified in repelling, force by 
force, any attempt to deprive me of that security and freedom, and the per- 
sonal liberty of myself and crew ; and, by these presents, I do publicly and 
solemnly protest, declare, and avow, that unless a warrant, duly issued 
under the hand and seal of a magistrate, or justice of the peace, or some 
other legal and responsible authority, is produced, by and in virtue of 
which any FREE CITIZEN of the United States might in like manner be 
apprehended and committed to a common gaol, no British subject, being 
a seaman, and belonging to the ship of which I have the command, can 
or will be voluntarily surrendered. And I again, by this present com- 
munication, PROTEST and declare, for myself, and in behalf of ‘all under 
my command, to act, resist, and defend, (except as in manner aturesaid) 
to the best and utmost of my power, all and every attempt on the liberty 
of those British subjects for whom I am responsible. 

I have the honour, &c. 


Whether my letter to the commissioners had the wished-for effect, or 
whether it was treated with contempt, I cannot say; but the commis- 
sioners did not condescend to reply. The harbour-master, however, 
called at the appointed time, accompanied by the police, and demanded 
the coloured men. I replied that I had, through his hint of the previous 
evening, addressed a letter to the authorities under whom he acted, and 
that I had therein made a proposition, and protested against my crew . 
being taken out of the ship, unless a legal warrant be produced by which 
any free citizen of the States might in like manner be apprehended, and 
committed toa common goal. ‘Ifsir,’”’ I said, ‘‘ you have such a war- 
rant, I offer no opposition to your taking the persons therein named ; 
but, without this, I solemnly protest against your taking any person out 
of, and belonging to this ship.’’ ‘I refer you,’’ replied the harbour 
master, ‘‘to the harbour instructions for my authority.’’ I observed, 


| ‘that I had carefully perused the harbour regulations, and had given 


them my best attention; that I perceived there were penalties for every 
breach of them ; but I took the part to which he referred, to wit: ‘ It 
shall be the duty of the harbour-master to arrest any negro or mulatto 
(not belonging to this port) found on board of any vessel in this harbour 
and deliver him or them to the police officers of this town, to be dealt 
with according to law,’’ to be no authority to distress any ship by giving 
up part of her crew, and thereby defeating my. efforts to evade the pains 
and penalties in the preceding article of those regulations; that if, in 
refusing to deliver up these men to this authority, I am guilty of any 
crime, he must of course, know how to proceed against me as an offender 
and I must abide the consequence.’’ On this the harbour. master 
departed, and here the gaoling proceedings ended ;_ but not so the perse- 
cutions to which I was subjected, for, on finding that I would not deliver 
up my coloured men, the authorities prohibited any persons of colour 
from ‘working on board my vessel, under pain of twenty-nine lashes for 
every time they were detected on board. Now, as all the labouring class 
are people of colour, and also the stevedores, I was by this measure sub- 
jected to great inconvenience and delay in the loading of my vessel. And 
I would ask if these things at all comport with the spirit or intention of 
the articles of our Convention of Commerce with the United States; or 
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can it be said that they are consistent with the terms ‘‘ freely and securely 
to come with their ships and cargoes, &c.,’’ I shall leave those more 
learned in the law to judge. We are told that it is not a law of the 
United States, but a local law of the State of North Carolina; but I 
hold (though not conversant with the ambiguities and subtleties of the 
law,) that by the reasoning of common-sense, the conclusion that the 
State of South Carolina, as a member of the federal body, is bound by its 
acts in relation to its engagements with Foreign States; and we ought to 
demand our right of ‘‘ freely and securely coming to all ports and rivers 
in the territory of the United States.’’ 

Cuaries R, McLean. 

Brig “‘ Susan King,’’ St. Lucea, Feb. 24, 1846. 





REV. C. T. TORREY. 

It is known to our readers that the above-named gentleman is in the 
Maryland Penitentiary, for having assisted fugitive slaves when on their 
way to the land of liberty. For some time efforts have been put forth 
to secure his liberation. Rev. Messrs. Phelps and Cleaveland have had 
the principal management of the effort, assisted by — Childs, Esq., of 
Baltimore, as counsel. It was thought that if the proprietors of the 
slaves which he was charged with having assisted, were paid the value of 
the same, the governor might be induced to grant Mr. Torrey a pardon. 
An appeal was made to the friends, and the necessary funds were at once 
raised. A petition was drawn up by Mrs. Torrey, so eloquent and 
touching as to appear to us almost irresistible; which was backed up by 
a respectful petition of a number of the most distinguished citizens of 
Massachusetts, to which state Mr. Torrey belonged. These petitions, 
with one from the court that tried Mr. T., and another from many 
members of the Maryland Legislature were presented to the governor, 
accompanied by a statement that the party acting in behalf of Mr. T., 
was ready to pay the value of the slaves to their owners on condition that 
he could be released. The whole was backed up by the fact well authen- 
ticated, that Mr. T. was sick, and a not survive long, unless released 
from his confinement. 

The governor refused to come to a decision, but simply entertained the 
matter for consideration. Efforts were made to induce him to decide, to 
grant the desired pardon, or to refuse to do it. He was called upon by 
the Rev. Dr. Ide, the father-in-law of Mr. T., who pressed him for a 
decision, but he still refused. He told Dr. Ide that it was a delicate case, 
that he could easier pardon a murderer! Yea, he could easier manage 
three cases of murder. 

After these protracted efforts and patient trying delays, Messrs. Phelps 
and Cleaveland withdrew the application, so far as they were concerned, 
and here the case now stands. This movement, of course, withdraws the 
proposition to pay for the slaves said to have been lost through Mr. 
Torrey’s agency. 

Such are the justice and mercy of slaveholders. What will now be done 
we know not ; we suppose, however, that Mr. Torrey will die in prison. 
We have been intimate with Mr. Torrey, and numbered him among our 
friends, and do not feel in a state of mind to moralize on this result, the 
news of which has just reached us. We are assured by those that know, 
that Mr. Torrey is in the last stage of consumption, and cannot survive 
long. He will die a martyr to the moloch of slavery, and as the martyrs 
of early times were the seed of the church, so, will his martyrdom be the 
seed of anti-slavery sentiments; the light of truth shall yet gleam upon 
its darkness;.and expose the corruptions ef its heart, and the rottenness 
of its deepest foundations.—True Wesleyan. 





SLAVE MARKET OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 

At length we reached the place of our destination. It was a long low 
building, forming a square of considerable size. We mounted a few 
unsteady dirty steps, and found ourselves on a large wooden platform, 
running the whole length of the building. It was divided into pens, shut 
in by wooden railings, in which were confined the black slaves ; whilst 
through the open doors leading into the house itself, we could distinguish 
the veiled forms of the white women grouped behind the wooden screens. 
On benches, so placed as to command a view of both, were seated the 
buyers, for the most part heavy, ill-looking Turks, dressed in the hideous 
costume introduced by the late sultan, and occupied as usual in smoking, 
though the quick glance of their calm, piercing eyes, seemed to take in 
everything around in complete detail. The sellers stood before them, 
vociferating and gesticulating in the true Oriental manner. The court 
below, which we were to visit afterwards, was filled with all the less 
valuable part of this human merchandize, consisting of those afflicted with 
any infirmity, very aged persons, and young children. It was some time 
before we comprehended the scene in all its details; it is not to be won- 
dered at that we were stupified in witnessing such a sight on European 
ground. At length we approached one of the pens, determined to examine 
to the fullest extent into all that was revolting and horrible in this market 
of human life- It was filled with young Circassian women, some of whom 
were remarkably handsome. They were seated close together on the 








ground, seemingly in an attitude of listless despondency, ies their i: 
white garments flowing round them. 

As we came up, they fixed their large dark eyes upon us, and I certainly 
never met a gaze of more unuiterable sadness. The conviction thrilled 
through me, as my eyes met theirs, that those unfortunate beings are not 
as modern philosophers would have us believe, utterly unconscious of, 
and incapable of feeling the dishonour and wretchedness of their fate. I 
felt, as I stood before them; and encountered their soft melancholy glance, 
that they looked on me as the free and happy stranger come to gaze on 
them in their infamy and their misery. Presently the slave trader, to 
whom the poor creatures belonged, came up, followed by a tall phlegmatic- 
looking Turk, with the unmeaning features and coarse corpulency: which 
are so characteristic of his nation. The merchant advances, and seizing 
one of the slaves by the arm, forced her to stand up before this personage, 
who it appeared, wished to buy her. He looked at her for a few minutes 
from head to foot, while her master descanted on her merits; then he 
placed one hand on the back of her neck, whilst he jerked her head rudely 
with the other, so as to force her to open her mouth, that he might examine 
her teeth; he roughly handled her neck and arms, to ascertain if the flesh 
were firm; and, in short, the examination was such, that I do not hesitate 
to declare I have seen a horse or a dog more tenderly treated under similar 
circumstances.—After all, the decision was unfavorable, for the Turk 
turned away with a contemptuous movement of the head, and the” slave 
dealer in a rage, thrust back the unfortunate creature, who sunk down 
trembling amongst her companions in misery. 

Neither my friend nor I had uttered a word during this scene; we stood 
silent side by side, and mechanically followed our guide, who led us into 
the adjoining enclosure. Here we became witnesses to a sale that was 
just about to be completed. A most interesting group presented itself 
before us: two young female slaves, both with most pleasing countenances, 
stood together closely embraced, the arm of the one round the neck of the 
other ; their attitude, as well as the strong likeness between them, pointing 
them out at once as sisters. By their side was an African slave dealer, 
in whose ferocious countenance it seemed impossible to discern a trace of 
human feeling; he was armed with a large heavy stick, with which he 
drove them to and fro, literally like a herd of animals. Three or four 
Turks were discussing, with considerable animatien, the price of one of 
the women; but the bargain had been struck just before he came in, and 
one of the party, a stout good-looking man, was paying down the money. 
When this was completed, with an imperious movement of the hand he 
motioned to his newly purchased slave to follow him, It was the youngest 
and the most timid of the two sisters whom he had selected; nothing 
could have been more painful than to watch the intense, the terrific anxiety 
with which both had followed the progress of sale; and now it was con- 
cluded, and they knew that the moment of separation was arrived, she 
whose fate had been sealed, disengaged herself, and, turning round, placed 
her two hands on her sister's shoulders with a firm grasp, and gazed into 
her eyes. 

Not words, not tears, could have expressed one half of the mute, unut- 
terable despair that dwelt in that long heart-rending gaze. It were hard 
to say which face was most eloquent of misery, but the Turk was im- 
patient : he clapped his hands togethcr. This was a well-known signal. 
A slight tremor shook the frame of the young slave ; her arms fell power-. 


less at her side, and she turned to follow her master. The voiceless but 
agonized farewell was over. Inanother moment we could just distinguish. 


her slender figure threading its way through the crowd, in company with. 


the cther slaves belonging to the Turk. Her sister had hid herself be~. 
hind her companions, and now sat on the ground, her head sunk upon her- ae 
folded arms. Our guide would have led us into another pen, but we had, 


seen enough; we hurried through the various groups till we reached 


the open court ; then for the first time we addressed each other, and the ~ 


same words burst simultaneously from the lips of both—‘‘ C’est infame !’’ 

But I have heard, I said, willing to relieve myself from the painful 
oppression this sight had caused, ‘‘ that these poor slaves are brought up 
to this situation from their infaaey, and knowing nothing else, do not feel 
their degradation or their misery.’’ 

Let us ask Joseph, said my friend, shaking his head incredulously, he is 
an intelligent person, and can doubtless initiate us into the mysteries of 
slave trade. Are these wretched creatures born in captivity ? he asked, 
addressing the guide; or, if not, how are they procured ? 

Very easily, monsieur, said Joseph, composedly. None of these are born 
slaves, and they are all procured in the same manner. Any pacha who 
wishes an addition to his establishment, mans a vessel with a well-armed 
crew, and sends it over to Circassia. They go on shore, penetrate some 
little distance into the country, attack the first quiet village they come to, 
burn it to the ground if they meet with any resistance, and carry off the 
women and children. They throw them in a heap into the hold of the 
ship, and bring them to Constantinople. The pacha chooses what he 
thinks fit for himself, and then sends the rest to the slave market. - Some 
of the more extensive slave dealers often undertake such on on 
their own account. 2 aah 

But after they are bought they are well treated, are tiie not? I asked. 

In many cases they are, It depends | entirely. on the temper of the 
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“master : nage te of life and death over them ; “and at all events 
the bastinado is always more or less in use, 

And what is the fate of the children who are brought in such numbers 
into the world in consequence of this most infamous system ? asked my 
friend. 

- Phey are sold as staves, said Joseph. 

Do you mean to say that they sell their own flesh and blood ? I ex- 
claimed. 

Certainly they do, They ean acknowledge them, and give them their 
freedom if they choose; but they never do. They have the children of 
thelr wives to provide for, and that is enough. 

We asked no more questions, for we had heard quite sufficient. — 
Chambere’ Journal. 





TRAFFIC IN HUMAN AFFECTION. 

A private letter, which was kindly loaned us by a friend, dated 
Nashville, Tenn., relates the following scene :— 

** This is @ fine city, but it isa devoted slavery city. I witnessed 
a sale, a few days ago, of twelve negroes at auction, men, women, 
and children ; husbands sold to go one way, and wives the other, 
One-woman had four children; the oldest, eight years of age, a 
boy, who was sold to go off to one place, and his sister, six years 
old, to another. The other sister, only three years old, was sold 
to a slave-trader, to go any where he might sell her. The mother 
' and infant were sold together, she wailing in agony for her children, 
and staying in the square all day, pleading for her child, only three 
years old, to go with her; by the interposition of several in- 
dividuals, among whom was myself, this barbarian of a slave- 
trader was induced to let her go to the man who bought the mother, 
by being paid fifteen dollars for his bargain, Such is the cruelty 
of slavery, I can never forget the wails of that mother! Some 
that were sold were half white, and the auctioneer dwelt long upon 
the fact, to get a better price. There are a plenty of slaves here 
whiter than I am.”—Reflector. 





THE FUGITIVE SLAVE, 

W. D. was the legal slave of Doctor G. who resided a few 
miles from St. Louis. The master was a member of the Pres- 
byterian church; the slave, of the Methodist Episcopal. So far 
as appears, both were acceptable members. The master intended 
to treat his servant kindly, and whenever, as was, sometimes the 
case, the servant was punished by the overseer, he would enter 
his complaint to his master, telling him that he knew he was 
willing to do all he could, and as well as he could, without the 
whip, and he would reply that ‘‘ he would see to it.” 

He permitted the slave to attend prayer-meetings two evenings 
a wéek, and on the Sabbath took him to church, His children 
began to teach the slave the alphabet, but were threatened severe 
punishment if they should again attempt it. 

W. D. had a wifg (a free woman,) and two children living at 
‘St. Louis. For some time they had been laying by all they could 
spare, to buy his freedom. 

Though the Doctor had never invited W. D. (the only professed 
Ohristian of his nine slaves,) to attend family worship with him, 
yet he permitted him to spend the late Christmas holidays with his 
wife and children. 

On Saturday he providentially learned that the Doctor had sold 
to a slave dealer, his entire gang, with the exception of a house 
“Servant, and two small children, and that he was to take them to 
“the south, on Monday morning. He succeeded in concealing the 
“thrilling emotion. that was excited. at the thought of being torn 
from his family, and sent to the southern mapn-market, He could 
hardly forgive his Presbyterian brother for selling him without any 
notice, or any opportunity to redeem himself, or find a master who 
lived near his family. 

The long cherished hopes of Pee were at once blasted, but 
only to rekindle with an intensity that mocked all danger. He 
recollected to have heard of a free land though under a morarch’s 
sceptre. He saw also that the usual barrier—the rapid turbid 
father of waters—was now as solid as a pavement to his tread. It 
seemed to him that God had bridged it for him, and that if he could 
endure weather that would shut up the rolling Mississippi, he had 
to fear from a Canadian climate, and his purpose was fixed. 
His wite slipping a purse into his hand, containing all she could 
raise, bid him God speed, and breaking from the fond embrace of 


his beloved family, he crossed the river on the ice aud made the best 
of his way towards Victoria’s dominions, 





After several days of toil and anxiety, he providentially heard 
of “The Subterranean Railroad,” and though he learned that it 
had been gradually rising to the surface, yet he ventured to take 
passage, and we trust is, ere this, where he is “in safety from him 
that puffeth after him.” 

Here we have an instance of the tender mercies of slavery as 
exhibited by a kind Christian master; and here, also, we have an 
instance of the consistency of the M, E. brethren, who call “ assist- 
ing fugitives” slave stealing. They have in their communion 
brethren who steal property, to a large amount, and run away with 
it. W. D. was guilty of stealing property from that Presbyterian 


brother to the amount of $500! Yet he is a Methodist in full 
communion, and what brother will ever rebuke him for it? Not 
one, All will “bid him God speed,” and pray that his family may 
be soon enabled to join him, where no human master can have the 
power to separate them, 8, G. W. 


SLAVERY IN THE FRENCH COLONIES. 
[The following affecting narrative is taken from the work of M. de Cussac, 
reviewed in our January number. } 
FANCHON. 

On Sunday, the 3rd of June, 1844, a mulatto woman, who had 
mistaken my house for that of the procureur du roi, presented 
herself before me. She had hardly a rag to cover her; her eyes 
were red with weeping, and her tears were flowing when she 
entered. In answer to my questions, she said that her name was 
Fanchon, that she was the mother of a child eighteen months old, and 
expected to have another ina short time, and that she was the slave 
of Mr, F , the proprietor of a small coffee plantation in the 
quarter of Vauclin. She added, that on Whit-sunday her mistress 
had sent her to Vauclin to buy provisions; the fish not having been 
yet brought in, she had waited for it, and, on her return home, her 
master had punished her for her delay by fastening her to the 
ground with four stakes, and then flogging her with a cart-whibp ; 
that she had been punished in this- way three times within one 
month ; that she was sent daily by her mistress to the town of 
Vauclin, distant two hours’ walk from the plantation by a very 
difficult road; that the ascent of one hill had fatigued her very 
much in her present state, because she was forced to go very fast ; 
that ber mistress had questioned her about the loss of a bed-sheet ; 
that she had replied thatshe could not be responsible for everything 
that happened while she was gone to Vauclin, and that her mistress 
had menaced her with a flogging if this bed-sheet was not imme- 
diately found; that the man with whom she lived had given her 
twenty francs, which she immediately took to her mistress, saying 
to her at the same time, “‘ The good God hnows that I do not owe 
this money ;’’ that her mistress having put the money into her 
pocket, said to her in anger, ‘ You dare to be insolent to me ; you 
shall have twenty-nine lashes ;"* that being frightened, she had fled 
and come to ask the procureur du roi to prevent her being beaten 
again, and to compel her master to sell her to some one else ; unless 
this was done, she declared that she would drown herself. 

This poor woman seemed ready to die with hunger; she said she 
had not eaten anything for twenty-four hours. She eagerly 
devoured some bread and meat that was put before her. The body 
of this poer negress was dreadfully cut up. Recent wounds and 
old scars were mingled together on it. 

As the procureur du rei was not at home, I sent this poor 
creature to one of his deputies, who caused her to be examined by a 
doctor. He found the fresh marks of twenty-nine lashes of 
the whip on her body, and notwithstanding the visible condition of 
the woman, declared that the chastisement she bad received was 
not excessive, and therefore not illegal. 

Having undergone this examination, she was sent by the deputy 
to gaol to wait for a decision, which doubtless will send her baek 
to her master and mistress, who will severely punish her for daring 
to complain to {h2 magistrates, and asking to be sold. I speak of © 
the decisiou of the procureur general without knowing it. I 
should, indeed, be glad to be mistaken; but in such cases as this it 
is always the practice. Allow me to hope that the complaint of 
poor Fanchon will not draw upon her worse treatment, and render 
her lot still more miserable. 


RE ae 











BIBLE ARGUMENT AGAINST SLAVERY.—No. 4, 
THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF SERVANTS. 


The leading design of the laws defining the relations of master 


| and servant, was the good of hoth parties—more especially the 
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good of the servants. While the masters interests were guarded 
from injury, those of the servants were promoted. These laws made 
a merciful provision for the poorer classes, both of the Israelites 
and strangers, not laying on burdens, but lightening them—they 
were a grant of privileges and favors. 

1. BuYING SERVANTS WAS REGARDED AS A KINDNESS TO THE 
PERSONS BOUGHT, and as establishing between them and their 
purchasers a bond of affection and confidence. This is plain from 
the frequent use of it to illustrate the love and care of God for his 
chosen people. Deut, xxxii, 6; Ex. xv. 16; Ps, lxxiv. 2; Prov. 
viii, 22. 

2. NO STRANGER COULD JOIN THE FAMILY OF AN ISRAELITE 
WITHOUT BECOMING A PROSELYTE. Compliance with this con- 
dition was the price of the privilege. Gen. xvii. 9—14, 23,27, In 
other words, to become a servant was virtually to become an 
Israelite. In the light of this fact, look at the relation sustained 
by a proselyted servant to his master. Was it a sentence consign- 
ing to punishment, or a ticket of admission to privileges? 


38. EXPULSION FROM THE FAMILY WAS THE DEPRIVATION OF ‘ 


A PRIVILEGE IF NOT A PUNISHMENT. When Sarah took umbrage 
at the conduct of Hagar and Ishmael, her servants, ‘‘She said 
unto Abraham cast out this bond-woman and her son.” * * And 
Abraham rose up early in the morning and took bread and a bottle 
of water and gave it unto Hagar and the child, and sent her away. 
Gen. xxi, 10, 14; in Luke xvi. 1—8, our Lord tells us of the 
steward or head-servant of a rich man” who defrauded his master, 
and was, in consequence, excluded from his household. The ser- 
vant anticipating such a punishment, says, “‘ 1 am resolved what to 
do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive 
me into their houses.””. The case of Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, 
appears to'be a similar one. He was guilty of fraud in procuring 
a large sum of money from Naaman, and of deliberate lying to his 
master, on account of which Elisha seems to have discarded him. 
2 Kings vy. 20—27. In this connection we may add that ifa 
servant neglected the observance of any ceremonial rite, and was 
on that account excommunicated from the congregation of Israel, 
such excommunication excluded him also from the family of an 
Israclite. In other words he could be a servant no longer than he 
was an Israelite. To forfeit the latter distinction involved the 
forfeiture of the former privilege—which proves that it was a 
privilege. 

4, THE HEBREW SERVANT COULD COMPEL HIS MASTER TO 
KEEP HIM. When the six years’ contract had expired, if the ser- 


vant demanded it, the law obliged the master to retain him perma- 
nently, however little he might need his services. Deut. xy. 12— 


17; Ex. xxi. 2—6. This shows that the system was framed to 
adeanne the interest and gratify the wishes of the servant quite as 
much as those of the master. 


5. SERVANTS WERE ADMITTED INTO COVENANT WITH Gop.: 


Deut. xxix, 10—13. They were guests at all national and family 
festivals, Ex. xii. 43—44; Deut. xii. 12,18, xvr. 1O—16. They 
were statedly instructed in morality and,religion. Deut. xxxi. 10 
—13; Josh. viii. 383--35 ; 2 Chron. xvii. 8—9, xxxv. 3, and xxxiv. 
30. Neh, viii. 7, 8. 

6. THEY WERE RELEASED FROM THEIR REGULAR LABOUR 
NEARLY ONE HALF OF THE WHOLE TIME. During which they 
had their entire support, and the same instruction that was provided 
for the other members of the Hebrew community. The law secured 
to them, first,—Every seventh year; Lev. xxv. 3—6; thus giving 
to those who were servants during the entire period between the 
jubilees, eight whole years, (including the jubilee year,) of un- 
broken rest. Second. Every seventh day. This in forty-two years, 
the eight being subtracted from the fifty, would amount to just siz 
years. Third. The three annual festivals, Ex. xxiii, 17, xxxiy. 
23. The Passover, which commenced on the 15th of the Ist 
month, and lasted seven days, Deut. xvi. 3,8. The Pentecost, or 
Feast of weeks, which began on the 6th day of the 3d month, and 
lasted seven days. Deut. xvi. 10,11. The Feast of Tabernacles, 
which commenced on the 15th of the 7th month, and lasted eight 
days. Deut. xvi. 13, 15; Lev. xxiii. 34—39. As all met in one 
place, much time would be spent on the journey. Cumbered cara- 
vans move slowly. After their arrival, a day or two would be 
requisite for divers preparations before the celebration, besides some 
time at the close of it, in preparations for return. If we assign 
three weeks to.each festival—including the time spent on the jour- 
neys, and the delays before and after the celebration, together with 
the festival week, it will be a small allowance for the cessation of 
their regular labour. As there were three festivals in the year, the 








main body of the servants would be absent from their stated - 
ployments at least nine weeks annually, which would amount in 
forty-two years, subtracting the sabbaths, to six years and ¢i 

four days. Fourth. The new moons. The Jewish year had twelve; 
Josephus says, that the Jews always kept two days for the new 
moon, See Calmet on the Jewish Calendar, and Horne’s Intro- 
duction ; also 1 Sam, xx. 18, 19, 27, This in forty-two years, 
would be two years two hundred and eighty days. Fifth, The 
feast of trumpets, On the first day of the seventh month, and of the 
civil year. Lev, xxiii. 24, 25. Sixth. The atonement day. On 
the tenth of the seventh month. Ley. xxiii, 27. These two feasts 
would consume not less than sixty-five days not reckoned above. 

Thus it appears that those who continued servants during the 
period between the jubilees, were by law released from their labour, 
TWENTY-THREE YEARS AND SIXTY-FOUR DAYS, OUT OF FIFTY 
YEARS, and those who remained a less time, in nearly the same 
proportion. In this calculation, besides making a donation of all 
the fractions to the objector, we have left out those numerous local 
festivals to which frequent allusion is made, Judg. xxi, 19, 1 Sam, 
ix. 12, 22. ete., and the various family festivals, such as at the 
weaning of children; at marriages ; at sheep shearings ; at circum- 
cisions ; at the making of covenants, &c., to which reference is 
often made, asin 1 Sam. xx. 6, 28, 29. Neither have we included 
the festivals instituted ata later period of the Jewish history—the 
feast of Purim, Esth. ix. 28, 29; and of the dedication, which 
lasted eight days. John x. 22; 1 Mac. iv. 59. 

Finally, the Mosaic system secured to servants, an amount of 
time which, if distributed, would be almost ONE HALF OF PHE 
DAYS IN EACH YEAR. Meanwhile, they were supported, and 
furnished with opportunities of instruction. If this time were dis- 
tributed over every day, the servants would have to themselves 
nearly one half of each day. ia 

The service of those strangers who were national servants or 
tributaries, was regulated upon the same benevolent principle, and 
secured to them TWO-THIRDS of the whole year. ‘ A month they 
were in Lebanon, and two months they were at home.” 1 Kings 
v. 183—15. compared with 2 Chron. 11. 17—19, viii. 7—9 ; 1 Kings, 
ix. 20. 22. The regulations under which the inhavitants of Gibeon, 
Chephirah, Beeroth and Kirjath-jearim, afterwards called Nethinims. 
performed service for the Israelites, must have secured to them 
nearly the whole of their time. If, as is probable, they served in 
courses corresponding to those of their priests whom they assisted, 
they were in actual service less than one month annually. 

7. THE SERVANT WAS PROTECTED BY LAW EQUALLY WITH 
THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY.—Proof.— ‘Judge 
righteously between every man and his brother and THE STRANGER 
THAT IS WITH HIM.” “Ye shall not RESPECT PERSONS in judg- 
ment, but ye shall hear the sma.u as well as the great.”” Deut, i, 
16, 19. Also Lev. xix. 15. xxiv. 22. ‘* Ye shall have one manner 
of law as well for the stranger, as for one of your own country.” 
So Num. xv. 29. ‘Ye shall have one Law for him that sinneth 
through ignorance both for him that is born among the children of 
Israel and for the srRANGER that sojourneth among them.’’ Deut, 
xxvii, 19. ‘*Curseth be he that PERVERTETH THE JUDGMENT 
OF THE STRANGER.” Deut. xxvii. 19. 

8. THE Mosaic SYSTEM ENJOINED THE GREATEST AFFECTION 
AND KINDNESS TOWARDS SERVANIS, FOREIGN AS WELL AS JEW- 
1sH, ‘‘ The stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as 


‘one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself.’ Lev. 


xix. 34. ‘For the Lord your God * * REGARDETH NOT PERSONS. 
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and 
LOVETH THE STRANGER, in giving him food and raiment, LOVE Yz 
THEREFORE THE STRANGER. Deut. x. 17, 19. ‘Thou shalt 
neither yex @ STRANGER nor oppress him, Ex. xxii. 21. ‘Thou 
shalt not oppress a STRANGER, for ye know the heart of a stranger.” 
Ex, xxiii. 9. ‘‘If thy brother be waxen poor thou shalt relieve 
him, yea, though he be a STRANGER or @ SOJOURNER, that he may 
live with thee, take thou no usury of him or increase, but fear thy 
God. Ley. xxv. 35, 36. Could this same stranger be taken by 
one that feared his God, and held as a slaye, and robbed of time, 
earnings, and all his rights? 

9. SERVANTS WERE PLACED UPON A LEVEL WITH THEIR 
MASTERS IN ALL CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS RIGHTS. Num, xv. 15, 
16, 29; ix. 14; Deut. i. 16,17; Lev. xxiv. 22. To these may 


+ be added that numerous class of passages which represents God as 


regarding alike the natural rights of all men, and making for all an 
equal provision. Such as, 2 Chron, xix. 7; Proy. xxiv, 23, 
XXviil, 21; Job, xxxiv, 19; 2Sam. xiy. 14; "Aste %, 35; Eph, 
vi. 9. 
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- Finally—With such watchful jealousy did the Mosaic Institutes 
guard the rights of servants, as to make the mere fact of a servant’s 
escape from his master presumptive evidence that his master had 
oppressed him ; and on that presumption, annulled his master’s 
authority over him, gave him license to go wherever he pleased, 
and commanded all to protect him. Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. As this 
regulation will be examined under a subsequent head, where its 
full discussion more appropriately belongs, we notice it here merely 


to point out its bearings on the topic under consideration. 


THESE ARE REGULATIONS OF THAT MosAIc SYSTEM WHICH IS 
CLAIMED BY SLAVEHOLDERS AS THE PROTOTYPE OF MODERN 
SLAVERY. 








BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY FOR THE 
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


Tas ANNUAL MEETING of this SOCIETY will take 
place in the FREE-MASONS’ HALL, Great Queen Srreet, 
Lincoun’s Inn Fretps, on MONDAY, the 18th of May, 1846. 


SIR EDWARD NORTH BUXTON, Barr. in the Chair. 
° The Chair will be taken at 12 o’clock precisely. 
Admission, by Tickets only, which may be had at the Society’s Office, 
27, New Broad-street ; Messrs. Ward and Co., 27, Paternoster Row ; 
Messrs. Hatchard and Son, 187, Piccadilly ; James Nisbet, Berner’s-street, 


Oxford-street; Messrs Joseph Sterry and Son, 156, High-street, 
Borough; and Charles Gilpin, Bishopsgate-street Without. 
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Is issued ON THE FIRST OF EVERY MONTH. Whilst it has been increased 
to double its former size, its price, with a view to its increased circulation, 
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payable in advance if ordered through the Anti-Slavery Office, No. 27, 
New Broap Street, Lonpon. The Rerorrer may be ordered, also, 
through the usual Newsvenders. 
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The advertisement in the present number of the Reporter 
will inform the subscribers and friends of the British and 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society, that its next annual meeting will 
be held at Frer-Masons’ Hatt, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, on Monday, the 18th of May next, and that the 
chair will be taken by Sir Epwarp N. Buxton, Barr., 
who has kindly consented to preside on the occas‘on. It will 
afford the Committee great satisfaction to witness a large atten- 
dance of their country friends, many of whom, they trust, 
will make an effort to be present. At the same time the Com- 
mittee earnestly recommend to their friends generally the im- 
portance of giving a wide circulation to the ANTI-sLAVERY 
REporTER, the organ of the society, both at home and abroad, 
as an efficient means of keeping alive Anti-slavery feeling, and 
stimulating Anti-slavery effort throughout the world. An early 
application for tickets to secure places at the meeting is necessary. 


Whatever may have been the result of the late Polish insur- 
rection to the parties who organized it, one thing is now certain 
that it has led to a terrible war which is rapidly spreading through- 
out Austrian Poland, and its contiguous provinces under the 
dominion of the Czar of Russia. What may be its termination 
it is impossible to predict, but it is evident that it has filled both 
the governments of Austria and Russia with serious alarm. Troops 
have been directed in large masses towards the disturbed districts ; 
but the peasants, nothing daunted, have attacked them, and in 
several encounters have come off victors, and, in one of these 
affairs, are said to have captured six pieces of cannon. Blood 
has unhappily been shed on both sides. 

The movement began at Tarnow, where the fearful tragedies, to 
which we referred in our last number, were recently enacted. As 
the reward of their devotion to the Austrian government, the serfs 
in this circle have demanded freedom from the oppressive Corveés, 
(compulsory labour), and other imposts hitherto rigorously exacted 
from them. They were thanked for their services by the Emperor, 








ordered to deposit their arms with the authorities, and quietly resume 
their allotted labours. This they have possitively refused to do. 
The proclamations of the government calling upon them to disperse 
and retire to their homes they have everywhere pulled down and 
destroyed ; and from Tarnow, the spirit of resistance has spread into 
Bochnia, Sandecz, Przemysl, Breez, Tamopal, Zloczow, Rzeszow, 
Jaslo, Zamach, &c. in Gallicia. 

According to the Gazette Universelle Allemande, the serfs in 
Gallicia demand: Ist. The abolition of all Corveés; 2nd. The 
abolition of imposts; 38rd. The sale of salt at lfr. 70c. per 
quintal ; and 4th. The partition of the land, one-fourth to go to 
the nobles, and the remaining three-fourths to themselves. 

On the frontiers of Bohemia and in Silesia, the peasants have 
refused to perform the required Corveés; and the same may be 
said of parts of Hungary and the Comitat of Temeswar. 

In Moravia the agitation is very great, and is fast spreading 
southward to the provinces bordering on the Danube. The Gazette 
d’ Augsbourg announces that the States of Lower Austria have been 
compelled by the alarming nature of recent events, to assemble, and 
have taken into consideration the questions of Corveés and Tithes. 
The result is not given. The same paper says that the time is now 
come to make changes in the social condition of the people, and 
urges upon the government to take initiative. In the meantime 
Gallicia is said to be one vast battle-field. The peasants are divided 
into bands: That in the circle of Tarnow is headed by a man of 
the name of Szela, who is designated ‘‘ The hing of the peasants ;”’ 
Koriga commands in Bochnia; Zanacha in Sandecz; Bocbola in 
Przemysl and Sambor. Many of the peasants are well armed, and 
some of them are mounted. When pursued they retreat into the 
forests, with which they are well acquainted. Those of Neopolo- 
mice, in particular, afford them shelter; and, it is said, that the 
insurgent poles who escaped from Cracow, and have found an asylum 
in the defil. of the Karpathian Mountains, have communications 
with them. Demtrowski, for whose capture a large sum has been 
offered by the Austrian government, is reported to afford the 
peasants the aid of his intelligence and military skill, 

Other peasants in revolt occupy the impenetrable forests of 


| Ostrolenka which communicate with the famous forest of Bralevége 


in Lithuania. These are said to be partly free, and are a formidable 
body. 

We have intimated that in Russian-Poland the spirit of resistance 
to the Corveés enforced by the Seigneurs has also manifested itself. 
The Ukraine is represented to be the centre of a great agitation. 
The serfs have betaken themselves to the forests after having had 
some skirmishes with the troops, whence an attempt has been made 
to dislodge them by fire, but without success. Volhynia is also 
reported to be much disturbed. Nor is it unlikely that troubles 
have broken out in Livonia, for it is affirmed that letters have been 
received in Paris from St. Petersburgh stating that the Russian 
government had summoned a deputation of nobles from that pro- 
vince to that ‘city, for the purpose of taking into consideration 
ecrtain measures of concession to be made to the peasants. 

The Boyards of Moldavia are flying from their estates in the 
Country to Jassy for security, having received information that 
the serfs were on the eve of rising, and that the fate of the 
Gallician nobles would be their’s. 

Such is a brief summary of the news which has been received. 
Perhaps, in some particulars, it may have been exaggerated ; yet, 
looking at the tone of the German press there can be no doubt 
that a formidable revolt has broken out; and that the serfs, goaded 
to desperation by the cruel oppressions they have so long suffered, 
and casting off all fear, are demanding their rights’ with arms 
in their hands. What is likely to render this revolt the more 
dangerous and terrible is the scarcity and dearness of provisions in 
northern Europe; and this evil will be greatly aggravated should 
the peasants refuse, for any long period of time, to cultivate the soil, 
except as free men. 

Under these circumstances, it may be asked, what steps will the 
three Northern Powers take to quiet this movement on the part 
of their serfs for liberty ? 


The Observateur Rhenan states, on the authority of letters from 
Vienna of the 15th ult., that the conferences on the state of the 
peasants in Gallicia had terminated; that the Aulic chancellor, 
Baron de Pillersdorf had been reporter; and that the following 
resolutions had been adopted by the emperor, viz:—That the 
Corvées de Voiture are suppressed, with the promise that the other 
(personal) Corvées shall be abolished on the payment of a redemp- 


tion fee, The imperial proclamations conveying this intelligence 
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to the peasants had been forthwith transmitted to the various circles 
of Gallicia, that they might be generally known on the 19th of 
April, the birth-day of the emperor. These resolutions, it is added, 
will, without doubt, secure the pacification of Gallicia. 

We confess that we have no anticipation that such will be the 
result. The armies of Austria may subdue the serfs; but that 
they will accept of the terms offered, without being conquered, we 
hold to be next to impossible. It should be remembered that many 
of these peasants have served in the army, and are not unused to 
weapons of war; and should they pursue a guerilla warfare for a 
few months, other terms must be made with them than those now 
proposed. How much wiser it would have been at once to have 
conceded the abolition of every species of Corvée; and to have 
made such arrangements about the land as would have been fair 
and equitable. We sincerely hope that no more blood will be 
shed, but that the Governments of Austria, Russia, and Prussia 
will perform an act of humanity and justice to a long oppressed 
and degraded portion of their subjects. It must come to this sooner 
or later. It were well if it were done quickly. 





We rejoice to be enabled to state that the appeal of the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society to the 
London Committee of the proposed Evangelical Alliance has not 
been in vain. At the aggregate meeting of the Committees held at 
Birmingham on the Ist ult., the admissibility of slave-bolders to 
the general conference of the body, to be holden in London in 
August next, was unanimously decided in the negative. This 
result we anticipated, for we deemed it impossible that any number 
of Christian men, in this country, could have extended the hand-of 
fellowship to those who constantly violate the essential principles 
of the gospel, whatever might be the presumed. orthodoxy of 
their creed, and the saintliness of their professions. 

We give the minute of the session at which the resolution was 
passed, in.the form in which it has been handed to us. 

‘* Before proceeding with the d'scussion on the terms of the next 
proposition, the chairman requested the Rev. J. Haldane Stewart 
to implore the divine guidance. 

‘¢ A lengthened conversation introduced by the Rev. Dr. Cox, was 
carried on by Rev. Dr. King, Rev. Dr. Alder, Rev. Dr. Bates, 
Rev. W. France, G. J. Duncan, Esq., Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel, 
Rev. Dr. Leifchild, Rev. J. A. James, Rev. Dr. Candlish, Rev. 
W.M. Bunting, Rev. J. H. Stewart, Rev. Dr. Byrth, Rey. Dr. 
Beaumont, Rev. Josh. Russell, Rev. W. W. Ewbank, Rev. Dr. 
Hoby, Rev. N. M‘Leod, Rev. Dr. Massie, Rev. W. Chalmers. 

“Rev. Jabez. Burns moved ; Rev. Mr. Moore seconded ; 

‘That the question be adjourned until the next sitting of the 
Committee. 

‘‘This motion was withdrawn, and 

** Rev. Dr. Candlish moved ; J. M. Strachan, Esq., seconded ; 

‘‘ That, while this Committee deem it unnecessary and inexpedient 
to enter into any question at present on the subject of slave-hold- 
ing, or on the difficult circumstances in which Christian brethren 
may be placed in countries where the law of slavery prevails ; 
THEY ARE OF OPINION THAT INVITATIONS OUGHT NOT TO BE 
SENT TO INDIVIDUALS WHO, WHETHER BY THEIR OWN FAULT 
OR OTHERWISE, MAY BE IN THE UNHAPPY POSITION OF HOLD- 
ING THEIR FELLOW-MEN AS SLAVES.—Carried. 

“Rey. Dr. Cox engaged in prayer, and pronounced the bene- 
diction.” 

We understand the discussion of this important subject occupied 
the attention of the meeting four hours. We should have been 
glad to have had particulars to present to our readers. They must, 
however, rest satisfied, at least for the present, with the resolution. 

In looking over our American files, we perceive that deputations 
to the proposed confercnce have already been appointed from 
some of the Slave States. Whether the gentleman nominated are 
free from the taint of slavery or not, we have no evidence to prove, 
but we trust our friends in the United States will not fail to notify 
to us any of the class of slave-holders who may venture over. We 
trust also that those gentlemen, at the north, who are the apologists 
of slavery, who thrust their coloured brethren into the “negro pew,” 
and refuse to break the same bread, and drink of the same cup, at 
the same time, with their fellow-members, whose skins have a 
darker tincture than their own, and otherwise heap indignities and 
shame upon them, will feel themselves virtually excluded from the 
Evangelical Alliance by the resolution which has been passed. We 
hold it to be a truth that most of the churches in the Free States 
of America have dishonoured themselves by the course they have 





taken on the subject of slavery. We trust, however,’ that they 
are beginning to sec their error, and that hearty repentance for the 
injury they have done, will be united with earnest, prayerful, and 
zealous efforts to repair, as far as they may, the evils they have 
inflicted by their silence, or their connivanee, on their suffering and 
oppressed fellow-men. 





In another part of our paper will be found a memorial addressed 
to Mr. Secretary Gladstone, on legislation in British Guiana. No 
answer is appended to it, because none was required, the subject 
having been brought under his attention when a deputation of the 
Anti-slavery Committee recently waited upon him eat the colonial 
office ; and when they engaged to forward to him their objections 
to the ordinance to which it refers, in written form. It may be 
hoped that such an attempt at coercive legislation as is exposed in 
the memorial will not be allowed by the queen’s government. Our 
advices from British Guiana assure us that the labouring classes 
regard the measure with the deepest abhorrence; and that they 
have addressed memorials to her majesty praying her to disallow 
it. We shall be sincerely glad to learn that their prayer has been 
heard. 





Our readers will learn with deep regret that the Rev. C. T. 
Torrey, now confined in Maryland jail, for having aided cer- 
tain slaves to escape from bondage is extremely ill, and that his 
disease is of such a nature as to forbid his friends the hope that 
he will long survive. 

Deeply commiserating the feelings of the amiable and ac- 
complished wife of Mr. Torrey, the Rev. A. A. Phelps and Pro- 
fessor Cleveland have made certain offers of a pecuniary character 
to the prosecutor, Heckrotte, with a view to facilitate his release 
from prison; but finding that they were trifled with they have 
withdrawn the offer. at 

In a private letter Mr. Phelps thus adverts to the case :— 

“Poor Mr. Torrey, I fear, will die in prison, You will see by 
the slip I send you what Professor Cleveland and myself have 
done. We became satisfied that the slaveholders would consent to 
no honourable arrangement; that, in fact, the policy seemed to 
be to keep him till the last moment then release him, get the money 
proffered, and escape the odium of actually killing him in prison. 
And we determined not to submit to any such extortion at the 
grave’s mouth. The executive, too, has been strangely timid and 
tardy. His conduct will be exposed in due time should he finally 
refuse to liberate Mr. Torrey. Mr. Torrey is now but just alive.” 

Our worthy friend, Mr. Lewis Tappan, of New York in writing 
on the same painful subject in one of his recent letters, says :— 

“‘Strennous efforts have been made recently to procure the 
liberation of the Rev. C. T. Torrey from the Maryland peniten- 
tiary, but the Governor of the State stands in such awe of his 
slave-holding constituents, that he is deaf to the claims of humanity. 
Mr. Torrey is quite ill, and it is feared will not long survive. 
Much sympathy is felt for him, and his wife and little ones.” 

IIere, then, is another victim to slavery. In Mr. Torrey’s case 
virtue itself has been treated as a crime, and a practical exemplifi- 
cation of Christian benevolence punished with imprisonment, and, 
we may add, death itself, for, in his case, it has undermined his 
constitution, and will shortly, if it has not already, conduct him 
to the tomb. 

We have no doubt that very many will in this country deeply 
sympathise with his distressed family, and himself; and pray that, 
if he be finally denied the privilege of dying in the bosom of his 
household, he may be divinely sustained in his afflictions, and at 
length be safelygathered into that kingdom where there are neither 
slaves nor slave-holders, where ‘‘ the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest.” 





In our last number we called the attention of our friends to the 
fact, that a large anti-slavery bazaar had been projected by the 
ladies in Philadelphia, in support of the Liberty Party; and 
announced that it would be holden in that city next year. From 
the following extract of a letter from J. G. Whittier to Joseph 
Sturge, we learn that it is intended to be held some time during the 


‘“‘The Liberty Bazaar, to be held in Philadelphia next winter, will devote 
its funds to the support and circulation of tracts, and papers, and lectures, 


slavery, to promote the circu:ation of petitions to Congress, and to assist 
the friends of liberty in opposing slavery, at the ballot-box. Judicious 








next winter, but the precise period does not yet ap pear to be fixed. — 
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oud pradent use wifl be made of the oe wie the direction of the 
excellent and prudent women who have undertaken the enterprise. I hope 
and believe that their labours will be crowned with success. A portion 
of the proceedings will probably be appropriated to the establishment 
of the proposed newspaper in Washington, and in aid of Dr. Snodgrass, 
(the generous anti-slavery editor in Maryland,) and C. M. Clay, Ken- 
tucky. Any assistance which our English friends could render them, 
would be indeed gratefully received. They do not wish or intend in any 
way to interfere with the Boston fair, but as they do not sympathise with 
some of the views theof managers of that fair, and having as they believe 
‘« a more excellent way,’’ they simply wish to leave the matter with English 
friends, trusting that they will not wholly disregard their appeal.”’ 

We are requested to add, for the information of our friends, that 
arrangements will be made to forward any contributions they may 
be kindly disposed to make to this noble object; and that care 
will be taken to apprize them in due time as to when and how they 
may be sent, 


Besides the information conveyed under the head of colonial 
intelligence, we find little of any importance to report to our readers 
from the colonies this month. We regret, however, to learn that 
severe droughts have prevailed in most of the West India colonies 
to the serious injury of the crops, and of the young canes. Every- 
where the heats were excessive and enervating. 

Cargoes of Coolies begin to arrive at Jamaica, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana, with, now and then, a supply of liberated negroes 
from Sierra Leone and St. Helena; but they seem to produce no 
sensible effect beyond the displacement of Creole labourers, and 
adding to the burden of taxation, 

Some of the Jamaica papers are beginning to cry out for a resi- 
dent proprietory body, whose interest in the well-being of the 
community, and whose morals would be the best guarantee for its 
prosperity. The present system of plantation management must be 
destroyed root and branch. 





Poetry, 


DEATH THE LIBERATOR. 


eee 


BY MRS. MARY A. LIVERMORE. 





“The Rev. C. T. Torrey, imprisoned about a year and a half since in 
Baltimore, for the crime of abducting slaves, is suffering under consump- 
tion. He is allowed to see no one, although almost any one ean see him 
by looking through the bars of his prison. He will undoubtedly die there.”’ 





Dying! in that sunless prison, in that lone and grated cell, 

Where, engirt by walls of darkness, night for ever seems to dwell ! 
Dying ! ‘in that fearful loneness, all unsoothed his hours of pain, 
And of all the friends he numbereth, none his fainting head sustains ! 


_ Dying! yet the wife who loves him, may not cheer him with her care, 
Nor fulfil her vow of wifehood, half his weary lot to bear! 
Dying in the clasp of fetters, not within the arms of love— 
Dying prisoner in the slave-land, not New England's sky above ! 


Slowly creep the ghost-like moments of his cell-beclouded day, 
And the hours of breathless darkness, leaden,footed, pass away ; 
O’er his pulse a torpor stealeth, pallor broodeth on his facz, 
And the angel death approacheth, in a slow and solemn pace. 


Not with crime his soul is darkened, guilt ne’er stained thet shackled 
hand, 

Nor for aught that Gop condemneth,-doth he bear the felon’s brand ; 

But for acts of love and pity, deeds for Freedom and for Right, 

For his ‘God-speed’ to the bondsman, flying from rs isaac s might ; 


For obedience to the precept which shall bind mankind in one— 

‘* Do whatever unto others, thou wouldst unto thee have done ;’ 

For beholding in the chattel the bright image of his God, 

Though defaced, and marred, and blighted, and by slavery’s heel 
out-trod, 


For assenting to the doctrine, not in word, but very deed, 

That “all men are free and equal,’’ as the Nation saith, in creed ; 
For belief that ties fraternal bind in one the race of man ;— 

'Tis for this he bears the fetter, and the ‘‘ shackle’s crimson span.’’ 


But his hour of freedom cometh, when his thraldom will be done, 
When his mission will be ended, and his martyr crown be won ; 
For the Lord will send his angel, as he did in days of yore, 

To unloose the Hating fetter, and unlock the prison door. 


Guard him as ye will, ye keepers, not the thunder of your gun, 
Nor yaur sword of fitful gleaming, can forbid the deed be done : 
Though undrawn the bolts of iron, though cemented close the wall, 
Death will free the tortured spirit from the prison’s bitter thrall. 


Ye may spurn the prayers of freemen, as they for their brother plead, 
Ye may turn in haughty scorning, when a wife doth intercede ; 

But the writ of manumission, signed by death, in dread array, 

That will brook no cold denial, that ye cannot but obey. 





Literature, 


Essai sur le Gouvernement Paternel &c. de I’ Autriche, by MicHaet 
KuBRARIEWICH, formerly a functionary in Gallicia. Paris: 1846. 


[Among the works which the late events in Austrian Poland have given 
rise, a pamphlet, bearing the above title, has been pablished in Paris. It 
is not our intention to offer any critical remarks on the production; but 
simply to give an analysis of that portion of it which refers to the peasantry, 
whose condition, in consequence of the exactions of the emperor, the 
the seigneurs, and the clergy, is deplorable enough. It is high time that 
the indignant voice of every free man in Europe should be lifted up against 
such intolerable oppressions. } 


CONDITION OF THE SERFS. 


Besides being obliged to devote one hundred and fifty days labour per 
annum for the advantage of the Emperor, and giving a tenth part of their 
productive toil to the Catholic priests, the peasants are also compelled 
to work five days every year in repairing or constructing the public roads, 
‘called ‘‘ Kayserstrasse.’? All the profit derived from these roads goes to 
the emperor. This labour is called ‘‘ schorwerk.’’ 

During the months of April, May, June, and July, by far the greater 
part of the Polish peasantry have nothing to eat but roots and herbs. 
Only those who are called rich get coarse black bread made of buck-wheat, 
oats, barley, or sometimes of rye, to eat during eight months in the year. 
The food of the poorer class consists of a few potatoes, which they eat 
without the addition of anything to render them palatable . . . Famine is 
the normal state of Poland. 

The habitations of the Polish peasants, who, since 1772, have lived 
under the paternal government of Austria, are miserable hovels thatched 
with straw, sometimes built with sawn planks, at others with logs of wood 
placed one upon the other and tied together with osier-rods, and some- 
times they are constructed with mud walls. Light enters into these cabins 
by a hole glazed with green glass from six to twelve inches in diameter. 
In general they have no chimnies, but in the middle of the room a hearth 
which is used for cooking, and for warming the room with in the winter, 
The smoke finds its way out at the door. The fastenings for the doors of 
the huts, barns, &c. are made of wood. Iron is extremely dear, and is 
only sold clandestinely by the Germans. Permission to sell ironmongery 
of any sort, must be obtained from the Aulic Council, at Vienna. Shops 
for the sale of iron ware are allowed only in towns where there is a garrison, 
or a well-organized police. 

In winter; the pigs and other live stock of every sort occupy the same 
hovels as the peasant. The serfs, and also nearly all the domestic ser- 
vants of the nobility, never sleep on beds. At night, with a little straw 
for a mattrass, they lie down with their clothes on. Austrian Poland does 
not want for wool, cloth, or leather, but the paternal government forces 
the inhabitants to work for exportation, and not for their own wants. 

The clothes of a Polish peasant consist, in summer, of a shirt, trowsers 
of thick brown cloth, and a straw hat of his own manufacture. In winter, 
they add a brown felt jacket, a sheep-skin cap, and cow-skin boots. The 
richest wear, in winter, a sheep-skin coat. Their kitchen furniture is 
composed of two or three earthenware pots, a large three-legged eet, and 
one or two common wooden spoons. 

Such is the condition of 3,500,000 Austrian-Polish peasants. These 
white Polish slaves who have no other food than roots and herbs, 
nevertheless give to the Emperor a net annual revenueof 15,000,000 to 
20,000,000 of francs. I mean, by a net revenue, that which remains 
to the emperor after the whole expenditure of Gallicia has been 


deducted. 
MODE OF PUNISHMENT. 


Torture has been abolished in Austria, but the judge, or marshal, has 
power to have a prisoner severely caned, if during an examination he 
refuses to answer any question, or if he does not answer clearly and 
directly, or if he denies having committed the crime without being able to 
overthrow the evidence brought against him. Twenty-five blows are the 
number prescribed by law. This means of obtaining evidence is applied 
in all cases, without regard to birth, rank, age, or sex. All Austrian 
subjects are equally liable to be caned. ‘This practice it is which renders 
the Austrians so cringing and servile to the great, and so insolent and. 
cruel te the poor and weak. 

The, police have the power to cane all domestic servants, artizans, 
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form of inquiry, without any judgment. ll the police officers, all the 
‘Jands-dragoner’’ of the districts carry, for this purpose, canes suspended 
from a belt of buff leather. There are no gend4rmerie in Austria, but 
there are ‘'lands-dragoner.’’ 

The peasants who shew the least resistance to the arbitrary will of their 
masters are treated with the utmost rigour and severity. The peasants 
of Podkanrien, in the circle of Zlocszow, refused to work longer than they 
were compelled by the imperial edict. Their lord, M. Cetner, an 
Austrian count, sent for M. Charles Sacher, a police commissary, and 
requested him to bring with him a squadron of dragoons, M. Sacher 
eame, and having ordered the deputies (the oldest men among the 
peasants) to come before him, he commanded them to obey, implicitly, 
their lord’s commands, and to execute his orders without hesitation, 
The peasants observed, ‘ that their lord’s demands were unjust, and con- 
trary to the Emperor’s edict.”” *‘ You have the right of complaining to 
your lord,” said the commissary. ‘We have complained incessantly 
during the last thirty years, and have received no answer to our com- 
" plaints—we have begged that permission might be granted us to leave the 
village with our families and to seek another lord,” replied the deputies. 
Without losing any more time, the commissary had the deputies one after 
the other held to the ground, and the caning commenced by two corporals. 
Notwithstanding the advanced age of these men, the youngest of whom 
was above seventy years of age, they suffered the first round of six blows 
patiently, and without uttering a single cry. During the punishment the 
peasants, recited the liturgy. But they were not able to bear the second 
round of twenty blows. They declared themselves culpable, and submitted 
themselves to the arbitrary will of their lord. Out of thousands of 
examples I have cited the above because it occurred within my own 


knowledge. 
OPPOSITION TO EMANCIPATION. 


The nobles are prohibited, under the severest penalties, from enfran- 
chising the Polish peasants en masse. They are permitted to emancipate 
in particular cases ; but even then the consent of the governor of the 
province of the district (gubernium), and of the tribunal of justice, must 
first be obtained, and a heavy expense incurred to effect it, so that 
from the partition of Poland in 1772 to this day, perhaps not a single case 
of enfranchisement has occurred. 

The Polish lords, Zaboblocki Vincent, Zalewski Leon, and others, who 

“in 1834 or 1835, voluntarily emancipated their peasants, as being their 
fellow countrymen, were arrested,and condemned, ad carcerem durissimum, 
as guilty of rebellion. They expiated their crime in the fortress of Spiel- 
berg. In 1803, the Russian government advised the emancipation of the 
peasantry, and invited the lords to endow them with landed property for 
that purpose ; but the scheme met with such opposition from the Russian, 
Polish, and German nobles, that it was finally abandoned. 

The Polish-Austrian Diet in 1844, on the motion of M. Alfred Potocki, 
a Polish duke, and an Austrian count, addressed a petition to the 
emperor, praying him to abolish the statute labour of the peasants, and 
to grant them the ownership of the lands, which for ages past they have 
cultivated for the advantage of others. What a rebellion! What a 
sedition! Before the revolution of 1830, M. Potocki would have expiated 
his humane sentiments in the dungeons of Spielberg ; but now Germany 
is forced to be more cautious to avert the danger that menaces her 
despotism and her throne. The abolition of statute labour (corvée) 
would have lessened the revenue by five millions of francs yearly, which 
is paid to the emperor by means of the lords, and is called the dominical 
contribution. Besides this, abolition would have brought into closer 
contact the peasantry and the nobility, classes that now hate each other 
with a perfect hatred, The finances, and a Machiavelic political system, 
are both opposed the abolition of the statute labour. 

The cities, towns, and villages, which at the time of the Austrian 
invasion, were free, i. e. had no lord, became the booty of the emperor, 
who declared them his property and domain, The emperor sold by 
degrees to particular friends these cities, towns, and villages, the land and 
the inhabitants together. In 1826 or 1827 an extraordinary affair took 
place. The-inhabitants of a whole village which was exposed for sale 
by the emperor, offered him the price he had fixed as its value, and asked 
permission ta be allowed to buy it and themselves. Prince Lobcowiez, 
the governor of Gallicia, submitted this offer to the Emperer Francis, 
who replied that he could not grant to any town the power of buying 
itself. The village was then put up for auction, like many others, and 
sold to a favourite of the emperor. 

Such is European slavery. 





ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

We think we shall perform an acceptable service to our readers 
by produeing from time to time extracts from the original corres- 
pondence of the friends of the anti-slavery cause residing in foreign 
countries. They will show the progress of public opinion in rela- 
tion to the abolition of slavery, and form a running comment on 
current events, whether favourable or unfavourable, in refer- 
ence to the cause which they, in common with ourselves, have so 


much at heart. 








UNITED STATES, 

The first extract we present is from a letter of the respected 
secretary of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, the 
Rev. A, A, Phelps, dated New York, March 31st, 1846, in relation 
to the progress of the abolition cause, among the new school Pres- 
byterians, and the American Board of Foreign Missions :— 


** You will see by the papers sent with this, that we are making 
progress here. Three years since, when the subject of slavery was 
urged upon the consideration of the New School General Assembly, 
after some discussion, a resolution was carried to the effect, ‘that 
the Assembly do not think it for the edification of the church, for 
this body to take any action on the subject.’ This was regarded 
at the time, as a very happy disposition of the perplexing question. 
The Rey, Dr. Cox especially congratulated himself and brethren, 
that their ‘Vesuvius was capped for three years at least.’ The 
same assembly is soon to meet again. In several forms the 
‘delicate subject’ will force itself upon their attention, And now, 
this same worthy but impulsive Dr, Cox writes as follows :— 

‘ Our church to us is justly dear, and the near approach of its Triennial 
Assembly makes for it another crisis of interest. For one I am concerned 
for the church peculiarly—in reference to the question of slavery! That 
topic of disturbing forces indeed, in the operation of all our social ma- 
chinery, in church and state, is only beginning its fermentations and 
corruptions. I am as far from tolerating it as any man, and believe as 
much in its deadly evil. My sympathies are not at all with the apologists, 
as I know that those of God are utterly opposed to it. Indeed it is now 
a point on which all good and wise men are agreed, that it is only bad; 
and it is another, that it must and will perish as a system, through the 
influence of better principles and their ascending in the world, 

‘*T pray that our commissioners to the Assembly may come together 
first in the Assembly, and there deliberate according to their commission, 
and the noble and glorious constitution of our church. This will be legi- 
timate. It is too late to think of stifling discussion, on this or any other 
subject allowed by our constitution, We have no gag laws, and no pre- 
vious question—that unchristian invention of Sir Harry Vane in a turbu- 
lent period ; better though it be for Cwsar. than for Christ, for our 
Congress than for our Assembly. Besides we are the Assembly that dare 
discuss it—as our brethren of the other branch are not.’ 

‘Tn the same manner, the report adopted by the American Board 
at Brooklyn was supposed, at the time, to be a final adjustment of 
the question, so far as concerned the Board. It was given out 
expressly, that it was the Board’s ultimatum—that they had for 
once allowed a free and full discussion of the question, but it was 
with the distinct understanding that this was to be the end of the 
matter. The result is, that the religious public has been more 
agitated with the whole subject, in its religious and ecclesiastical 
aspects, than before ; the report of the Board has been extensively 
condemned ; contributions have been sent in, accompanied with 
decided remonstrances, and with intimations that if there is no 
change, other channels for them will be sought; memorials are 
already prepared and preparing, calling for a change at the next 
annual meeting ; and the secretaries of the Board have actually 
sent instructions to the missionaries where slave-holders are ad- 
mitted to the churches, in advance of the ground taken in the 
report. And thus it isin nearly all the departments of the great 
movement. We are everywhere meeting with defeat upon defeat, 
and yet we do not stay defeated. On the contrary, in a little time, 
defeat changes to victory. And so we fight our way, inch by 
inch, making just progress enough to keep up hope and courage.” 





The following extract is from a letter addressed by J, G, 
Whittier, whose poems in favour of freedom are so justly admired 
both in his own and in this county, to Joseph Sturge, dated Ames- 
bury, 3 Month 26th, 1846, in reference to the recent great Anti- 
Slavery triumph of the Anti-Slavery cause in New Hampshire; 


‘The papers of the next packet will probably inform thee of the result 
of the late election, in the State of New Hampshire. This State, one of 
the New England States, North of Massachusetts, has been called “ the 
South Carolina of the North. It has been managed by a class of poli- 
ticians calling themselves democrats, and boasting of their love of equal 
rights, yet who, at the same time, have been bitter enemies of the Anti- 
Slavery cause. The members of Congress from that State, have with 
scarce an exception, voted with the slave holders: and their political con- 
ventions and legislative sessions, have been marked by abuse and mis- 
representation of Abolitionists. In a previous letter, I believe I spoke of 
the highly honourable course of one of the New Hampshire delegation in 
Congress, John P. Hale, who refused to vote against the right of petition, 
and who would not join with his party in voting for slavery and Texas. 
For this he was at once proscribed by his party, and assailed by all their 
presses as ‘a traitor to democracy!’ He has manfully met them, 
traversing the whole state; and holding up to the people, the disgraceful 
spectacle of a sham democracy allied to slavery. Himself a consistent 
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and true democrat, he has secured the confidence of the people in his 
integrity, and has brought thousands of voters to take the position of the 
Liberty Party; that the abolition of slavery is the paramount question. 
Great interest has been felt throughout the country, in reference to the 
election of this year in New Hampshire. The slave holders at Washing- 
ton, it is stated, contributing large sums to sustain their allies in the North. 
The election took place on the 10th inst. The result is, that the pro- 
slavery candidate for Governor, haz failed of his election by about 1,500 
votes. That only three pro-slavery members of the state senate have 
been elected. The House of Representatives has a majority of 26 against 
them. The New Hampshire Whigs, although they voted for Henry 
Clay, have not gone so far as the sham democrats in submission to slavery, 
and as a matter of necessity, will be obliged to take an anti-slavery 
position. The Liberty men in legislature, hold the balance of power 
between them, the parties and the election of a thorough abolitionist, 
John P. Hale, to the U. S. Senate, will be the first fruit of this victory. 
The liberty vote has more than doubled in the State during the last year. 

‘“‘T have dwelt at length upon this election, for it is the most important 
event in the history of the anti-slavery struggle; and I knew thou would 
rejoice with me in the prospect which it opens before us. The successful 
experiment of John P. Hale, will show faithless politicians that it is safe 
to be honest. The support which he received from the people is full of 
encouragement. It shows that republicanism has a re-cooperative princi- 
ple—that the heart of the people is sound.”’ 

Our next extract is from a letter of Samuel Rhoads, to Joseph 
Sturge, dated Blockley, near Philadelphia, 3 Mon. 26th, 1846, on 
the prospects of the Free-labour Association, which is doing good 
service to the cause of human liberty in the United States. 

‘¢ Thy kind favour of 3rd instant is received with the very neat pattern 
of prints, and a fine white calico, for which I am much obliged. I have 
written to L. Tappan desiring one piece of the calico, and one-third of 
each of the prints, if he can spare that quantity. We have received 52 
of the 63 bales of fine Mississippi cotton which we have had collected, and 
19 bales are now in a manufacturer’s hands, so that we hope soon to have 
a variety of goods. What we shall find most difficult in getting here, 
and shall hope to obtain from you, will be Jawns and book muslins, and 
other muslins, such as the pattern I sent thee; 20 of our bales have been 
examined by several merchants and manufacturers, and pronounced very 
Jine, suitable for the finest description of cotton goods. When thou hest 
an opportunity with the manufacturers, wilt thou be so kind as to inquire 
whether some cannot be found who will be willing to furnish themselvcs 
with free cotton direct from the plantations. Surely nothing will strike 
so directly at the root of slavery in our southern states as such a demand 
from England for free cotton. The separate manufacture of British- 
grown cotton, is a great and good work, and will enable the conscientious 
to avoid the blood-stained articles, but to send into the midst of slavery 
free-grown cotton, refusing to purchase any other, will be indeed carrying 
the war into the enemy’s camp, and throwing his army into dismay. 

‘¢ We hope to make arrangements by erecting gins, &c., to procure 
large quantities of the free cotton, and can give the fullest assurance of its 
being such as it is represented. It will be furnished of qualities agreeably 
to the Liverpool standard, and as it will be picked and ginned under spe- 
cial oversight, we anticipate a beautiful article. When thou sends patterns 
of your new goods, please send prices, as a friend in Philadelphia is willing 
to import a quantity for sale on his own account. 

* T hope to send thee with this the third and fourth numbers of our 
paper (The Non-Slaveholder), the latter being in the printer’s hands. 
Our list of subscribers is constantly, though slowly, progressing ; thou art 
well aware of the various causes operating to prevent a general subscrip- 
tion to such a publication in this country; yet we hope it will work its 
way to greater favour than many anticipate. We have distributed nearly 
10,000 copies of the three numbers already issued, and intend to continue 
a large circulation. 

‘¢ We have already a considerable portion of subscribers in Indiana, and 
have received many letters from Friends there approving our paper, and 
rejoicing in the prospect of procuring free goods, &c. Thou wilt see we 
have published your address ; we hope this may be of great use in some 
parts of this country, particularly in Indiana, and New England.” 

Note.—For the information of our readers, we beg to state that the 
Non-Slaveholder can be had by application to Cuar_es TYLER, of Stam- 
ford Hill, who receives subscriptions for the same. 


FrancE.—The following interesting information is extracted 
from a letter addressed by Professor G. de Felice, to the Secretary 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, under date, 
Montauban, April 11th, 1846. 

“I hasten to important matters concerning which I had intended to 
write to you. My little work, destined to plead the cause of IMMEDIATE 
AND ENTIRE ABOLITION, has been finished several days past, and part of 
it was printed when your letter reached me. In a few days it will be 
through the press. This work occupied me during the whole of last 
winter ; and the more I studied the question the more it excited my lively 





and deep sympathy. I have pleaded the cause with a full conviction of 
its justice. 

‘* T will now give youa short account of the manner in which I have 
treated the subject. I have addressed myself to the Abolitionists of 
France; to those whom I call temporizing Abolitionists, because, for one 
reason or another, they put off Negro Emancipation to a future period. 
My principal object is to prove to them that the mitigation of slavery is a 
complete deception, and that by continuing in this way of thinking, they 
will not arrive at any important result, notwithstanding the fine promises 
of government. To shew the necessity of adopting the principle of 
immediate emancipation, I discuss three points successively. Ist. The 
question of duty ; 2nd, The question of success; and 3rd, the question of 
interest. In other words, I endeavour to show that immediate emancipa- 
tion is the only just principle, the only sound principle, and the only 
expedient principle. It satisfies the conscience, acts powerfully on public 
opinion, and protects all true interests, even those of the Colonists 
themselves. - ; 

‘* This mode of discussing the subject has allowed me to embrace all the 
important ideas relating to it; and I think that the reader will easily be 
able to follow the thread of my argument. The book will contain about 
100 pages, octavo size. As the principle is new in France, it became 
necessary to develop it to some extent, the more so because I have 
addressed myself, not to the people at large, but to the more politic and 
intelligent class of society. Iam far from having said all that I might 
have done on the subject, but I have endeavoured not to omit any 
important idea. 

‘¢ T intend to send copies of the work to the most eminent persons of this 
country ; to the peers, to the deputies, to the Presidents of the Royal 
Courts, to the Catholic Bishops, to the heads of Universities and Acade- 
mies, &c. May the Lord accompany with his blessing this appeal to the 
consciences of the French! Public opinion is very indifferent on the 
subject at present ; it seems to have retrograded, rather than advanced ; 
and the last law, as you observe with truth, will not produce any sensible 
change in the Colonies. We must, then, use our utmost endeavours to 
awaken the national mind from this torpor; but it will not be the work of 
aday. The friends of emancipation must bring to it much zeal and 
perseverance.”’ 





BLOOD-HOUNDS. 


On our first page of last week’s paper, under the head of 

“‘The Peculiar Institution,’ we copied an advertisement for blood- 
hounds. It was cut from a Southern paper not long since, and put 
into circulation by some one of the Liberty party papers, and is rapidly 
going the rounds of that portion of the Northern press which pretends to 
Anti-Slavery feeling. The sight of it has brought to mind a correspond- 
ence which was put into my hands some time since, and is valuable for the 
same reason as this advertisement, in showing from irrefragable evidence 
—that of the slave-holders themselves—that the use of bloodhounds for 
hunting fugitive slaves, is an every-day occurrence at the South. These 
letters tell their own story; it is only necessary to state that a secret 
association is said to have been formed sometime during the past year in 
South Carolina and Georgia, whose sole object was the recapture of fugi- 
tives. , 
Of the authenticity of these letters there can be no doubt. The 
originals were put into my hands by one who had the best reasons in the 
world for knowing they were the originals. The names are suppressed 
for obvious reasons : 





, 14th July, 1845. 

Dear Sir,—Having been embarrassed and disappointed, in my en- 
deavours to obtain the hounds of Mr. Prier, until I am impatient of 
further delay, I beg you will repair to Charlestown immediately with your 
dogs. I think you may be able to do a business that will compensate you 
fully for your time and trouble. The proposition made to you at the 
meeting of the association shall be fulfilled. 

I request that you will respond to our call immediately, and that you 


will at once report yourself to me, on your arrival. 
Respectfully, &c. 








, July 31, 1845. 





Mr. , Secretary and Treasurer : 

Dear Sir,—Yours, enclosing $10 on behalf of the association, for the 
conveyance of my boy and self, to , was duly received by me, and 
I should have responded to your call vefore this, but have been confined 
to my bed with the “intermittent fever,’’ which prevented me from so 
doing. I have, I happy to state, been promised the use of the blood- 
hounds, that were employed during the Florida war, in hunting Indians, 
which, if I am successful in obtaining, will greatly add to my certainty of 
being enabled to take your troublesome neighbours. My boy and my own 
dogs are here now, and will, I trust, be enabled to leave with me on 
Saturday night or Monday night, for your city. 

: I am, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, - 








P. S. In hopes of your getting this the sooner, I shall direct my letter 
to Dr. ———. Respectfully, &c. 
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——, July 24, 1845. 

Mr. 

Dear Sir,—Your letter was duly received by Dr. ********, En- 
closed, you wiil receive on the part of the association, ten dollars, for the 
conveyance of yourself and boy. I would beg leave to urge upon you the 
necessity of being here at least by Saturday next, as an arrangement is 
made for Monday next, to hunt a gang of runaways, who are in the 
immediate neighbourhood of my plantation. With the assistance of 
this party, I could promise you almost certain success if you bring along 
with you competent dogs. 





Respectfully yours, 


Secretary and Treasurer of the Association. 
Anti-Slavery Standard. 





Home Entelligence. 


Betrast :—At a large and highly respectable meeting of the friends 
and supporters of the Apti-slavery Association of Belfast, held in Rose- 
mary-street Church, on Friday, the 12th of December, John Clarke, Esq. 
in the chair, the following resolutions were adopted :— 

Moved by the Rev. James Hodgens, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. 
Wright, of the Associate Reformed Church of America — 

1 ‘That Christians, of every denomination, are in duty bound solemnly 
to protest against the existence of slavery, as repugnant to the Word of 
God, contained in the Old and New Testaments.’’ 

Moved by the Rev. Isaac Nelson, and seconded by the Rev. J. Boyd— 

2. ‘‘ That we trust the various Churches of Great Britain and Ireland 
will inform those of their own persuasion in the United States of America, 
who retain slave-holders in their communion, that, if they continue to 
tolerate such iniquity, they are unworthy of being enrolled among the 
followers of Christ, as they act so contrary to the spirit of his gospel.’’ 

Tat SLAVEHOLDERS’ MonEy AND THE Free Caurcu.—A public 
meeting of the members and friends of the Glasgow Emancipation Society 
was held in the City Hall, on Tuesday evening, for the purpose of pass- 
ing a memorial to the General Assembly of the Free Church, imploring 
them to renounce Christian fellowship with American slaveholders, and 
to send back the money. The meeting was a very large and influential 
one; and, on the motion of Mr. Watson, Councillor Turner was called to 
the chair. The meeting was addressed by Messrs Henry C. Wright, 
Frederick Douglass, James N. Buffum, and George Thompson, in long 
and eloquent speeches, which were listened to with the most profound 
attention ; and resolutions were adopted by acclamation in favour of the 
object of the meeting. A Mr. James Pinkerton and another individual 
defended the conduct of the Free Church, but the feeling of the meeting 
was entirely against them.—Glasgow Argus. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS.—In reply to a communication from the 
Secretary of the Customs Department on the subject, the commissioners 
have received a letter from Mr. Cadwell, one of the secretaries of the 
Lords’ Commissioners of her Majesty’s Treasury, stating that he has been 
commanded by their lordships to acquaint them that a communication 
has been received by their lordships from the Foreign Office, stating that 
the Earl of Aberdeen is of opinion that Texas must henceforward be 
considered as forming part of the American Union. Notice of this com- 
munication has been forwarded to the principal officers of the revenue at 
the several ports and places throughout the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland for their information and future government in the 
matter.—Times, April 28. 


Sucar Dutixs.—Yesterday copies of two orders in council, dated the 8th 
August, and the 6th of April, (presented pursuant to act of Parliament,) 
respecting sugar duties, were issued. The first order has reference to 
sugers of Siam, and it is declared, that from the Ist of July next, the 
sugars of Siam shall be deemed and taken not to be the produce of slave 
labour. The second order states, that from the first of May next, brown 
Muscovado or clayed sugars, (not being refined) the growth of the 
dominions of the republic of New Granada shall, if imported from the 
dominions or from any British possessions abroad, having been imported 
iito such British possession from the said dominions, be admitted to 
entry for consumption into the United Kingdom, at the respective rates 


of duty of £1 8s., and £1 3s. 4d. per cwt., subject to the production of. 


certificates and declarations as required with respect to sugars, the growth 
of China, Java, or Manilla.— Times, April 28. 


Tue New Nicer Exrepirion.—About two years since, Captain 
Becroft and Dr. King left Liverpool in the steamer Zthiope, on another 
experimental trial to open commerce with central Africa. Letters have 
been received from those gentlemen by a Dutch ship, which arrived in 
the Channel, dated Fernando Po, Nov. 9, announcing their return to 
that island from the Niger six days previously. ‘The vessel had been 
upon that river for a period of three months and a half. Unhappily, in 
consequence of deaths, feuds, and wars among the chiefs, the aspect of 
matter) in the interior had been found materially altered, and Rabbah, 
the largest and most flourishing town on the river in 1840, is now deserted 


“ 
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and in ruins. Owing to this disordered state of things, the missions had 
not been so successful commercially ss was expected, though not less so 
than Dr. King had anticipated under such circumstances. 


Colonial Entelligence. 


Britisn West Inpies :—Jmmigration. The number of vessels taken 
up by the Emigration Commissioners in this country to convey Indian 
labourers to the colonies is as follows :— 

Jamaica.... 7 vessels, to carry .... 1,787 Coolies 


B. Guiana.. 16 ‘ ‘“ 3,978 
Trinidad.... 8 “ ‘“ 2,228 « 
31 7,993 








Besides these, Emigration Agents in India have taken up tbe following 
vessels for the same purpose, viz :—Jamaica, two vessels; B. Guiana, four ; 
Trinidad, two. The lading of all these vessels is not given. Five had 
been loaded and despatched, containing ],005 men, 193 women, 137 boys 
and girls, and 93 infants, in all, 1,928 persons. We presume the total 
number of Coolies who will be taken to the above colonies during the 
present season will be about 12,000. We need scarcely point out the fact 
that the number of women bear but a slight proportion to the men, and 
that the number of children bear no adequate proportion to the women, 
another and decisive proof of the truly objectionable character of this 
emigration, if it deserve the term. : 

Jamaica.—Immigrants:—A correspondent at Lucea, writing to us 
on the 23rd of February, says—‘‘ The barque Mandarin, commanded by 
Captain John Cleland, arrived here yesterday, with 276 immigrants. Of 
this number 237 are Hill-Coolies, and 39 are Africans, the latter having 
been taken by British cruizers-out of slave-ships, and shipped on board 
the ‘‘ Mandarin,’”’ by order of the governor of St. Helena. Captain 
Cleland reports that he made the passage from Calcutta to this place in 
one hundred and five days, and that the Hydrabad was to have left in a 
fortnight after he did, with another lot of Coolies for Savana-lasmar. “A 
third vessel would sail in a month after, for some port on the north side, 
probably Falmouth.’’ Our correspondent adds that the immigrants who 
have arrived at Lucea, are a fine looking set of people, and express them- 


selves much pleased with the care and attention they received from Captain 


Cleland.—Falmouth Post, March 3rd. 

Coottes :—The Kingston papers of last week contained statements to the 
effect that great discontent prevailed amongst the Coolies, and that several, 
ina state of nudity, had been to Spanish Town to complain to the agent- 
general of ill-treatment, but owing to that gentleman’s illness and absence 
from town, their object could not be secured, 


- On Thursday last they returned in greater numbers, and wandered about 


the town in a state of nakedness and misery. The police, we-ate in- 
formed, were compelled, for the sake of decency, to take thenr in-charge. 
We are told that clothing was distributed amongst them, and that the 
people willingiy supplied them with food The cause of their discontent 


we have not learned, but report says, it arose from the ill-treatment they. 
received from their Sirdars. What the end of Coolie immigration will. 


be is pretty evident. Many lives will be sacrificed, much bad feeling 
engendered, large sums of money wasted, and then the scheme pro- 
nounced a failure. — Baptist Herald. 

The Editor of the Falmouth Post states that a party of Coolies had 


come to the town ina state of the greatest destitution and misery. He. 


describes them as mere walking skeletons infected with disease, and 
indulges in severe strictures on the inhumanity of bringing them from 
their own country to die a wretched death in Jamaica. 

Cuttivation or Corron:—We are glad to learn that it is in 
contemplation to establish a Joint Stock Company for the cultivation 
of cotton, upon a very extensive scale in this island. We have so often 
expressed our opinions upon the probable success of such a project that we 
need hardly now repeat them. 

Cotton has been proved to grow most luxuriously along the low sandy 
lands which skirt the sea coast of the south side of the island, and a most 
favourable situation for its extensive cultivation is afforded by a large 
tract of land in the immediate neighbourhood of Spanish Town, called 
Hartland, which has been offered to a company by the proprietor upon 
most advantageous terms. 

The Railroad now in course of formation between Spanish Town, and 
Old Harbour, will run through the property, and will thus not only afford 
a ready and expeditious means of transport for the produce of the estate, 
but will also supply the labour necessary for carrying on the work, much 
of which being of a nature to be performed by women and children, 
would be found abundantly in the towns. 

It has been calculated that the cost of purchasing (on the terms offered 
by Mr. Hart,) and settling Hartland, and the full charges attending the 
gathering in the first year’s crop, would not exceed the trifling sum of 
£15,000, including the machinery necessary for ginning the produce of 
1,000 acres, and exclusive of the value of the logwood which now covers 
the land in question, 
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‘ The produce of 1,000 acres of cotton of fine quality would yield a return 
upon this capital very far beyond any agricultural production that we are 
aware of. As we have reason to believe that a prospectus will soon be 
laid before the public, we will not here anticipate the views of the Com- 
pany, but we may observe that the state of the relations between Great 
Britain and the United States, renders the present a most favourable 
moment for laying such a scheme before the public, and we can have no 
doubt that such a project would be greedily seized on by English 
capitalists, who are already directing their attention to similar projects in 
the East Indies. 

CLARENDON :—At the Agricultural Society the prize of a richly chased 
silver salver was presented to E. Ewbank, Esq., for having .1ade the 
largest quantity of sugar from the smallest field of canes in cultivation. 
The quantity made from Danks’ estate was 178 hogsheads from 82 acres 
of canes, or at the rate of 42 cwt. 12 Ibs. to the acre.— Baptist Herald. 


British Gurana.—The following extracts from the Governor’s speech, 
addressed to the combined court of the colony, on the 16th March last, 
will be found to give information on the state of the crops, and the 
conduct of the labourers :— 

‘The past year closed with a small increase of crop, as compared with 
the preceding year; with an increase of population by immigration of 3,647 
persens ; with a decrease in the number of arrests by the police of, at 
least, 15 per cent., as compared with the year 1844, and with a balance in 
the Treasury, after payment of all claims rendered to the 31st December, 
1845, of $262,025, 95. 

‘It cannot but be satisfactory to you, since it is creditable to the 
character of our population, now estimated at 120,000, to know that of 
the 109 prisoners at the close of the last year, at the penal settlement, 49 
only are convicts by the supreme court; that 52 of the 109 are not 
natives of British Guiana, and so little is crime on the increase among the 
native youth of the colony, that but three persons of that class between 
the ages of fourteen and twenty years, are at the penal settlement by 
sentence of the Supreme Court.”’ 


TaxaTion:—‘‘It is not anticipated that the large balance in the colony 
chest, ($ 262,000,) will induce the combined Court to reduce the present 
rate of taxation upon imports. * * * * The taxes certainly are 
enormous; the civil list and colonial establishment generally, preposterous 
for a colony of 120,000 souls ; but for these, the colonial faith is pledged 
for, at least, six years to come.—Guiana Times, March 19th. 


INCREASE oF PoruLtaTion.—As far as British Guiana is concerned, 
we believe our free population is rapidly and satisfactorily on the increase. 
All un-official and private accounts agree in leading one to that conclusion. 
But, unfortunately, we have no authentic official records to verify the 
fact.—R. Gazette, March 10th. 

. Mapeinans.—We understand that, of the 232 Portugese who arrived 
yesterday by the brig Claudine, a considerable number have already gone 
to the east coast. A numerous gang is stated to have been formed 
for plantation Spring Halil, the property of R. Jonzs, Esq.—The same 
party, a Portugese shopkeeper, settled in this colony, who procured the 
immigrants by the Standard, that came in last week from Madeira, tilso 
obtained the present batch. Never were the poorer classes of Madeirans 
more eager to come to Terra Nuova, as they term this province, than at 
the present time. One cause of this eagerness for emigration is the 
difficulty they experience in obtaining a livelihood in their island: but 
ahother strong motive is their desire of getting the start of the Coolies, of 
whom, and of their endurance and thrift, they have heard much.—R. 
Gazette, Feb. 21st. 

‘Bersice.—The barque Margaret, from Sierra Leone, with 180 
Africans on board, anchored in our river, on Thursday evening last. 
The emigrants have een distributed on the estates of those public spirited 
and enterprising gentlemen who chartered the Margaret. ‘Ve regret to 
learn that the charterers will be losers to a very great amount, as the 
bounty money will not amount to more than about one-third the cost of 
the introduction of these emigrants.—Berbice Gazette, March 2nd. 

The introduction of these Africans is said to have cost the importers, 
£1,000. They will be allowed a bounty of thirty-five dollars per head ; 
so that it must have proved a losing concern to ‘‘ those public-spirited 
and enterprising gentlemen who chartered the Margaret.” 

Trin1pap.— Coolies.—We have had two arrivals of Coolies. On the 
11th ultimo, the Duchess of Argyle arrived, bringing 212 men, 55 
women, and 23 children. On the 24th, the Bangalore, arrived with 248 
men, and 47 women. 


PopuLaR Representa tion.—The last packet brought out the refusal 
of the Secretary of State to accede to the request of the 1500 memorialists 
who petitioned Her Majesty for a House of Representatives. We have 
much pleasure in stating that so far from this repressing the reform spirit 
of Trinidad, it has had the effect of rousing it to vigor and unanimity. 
Preliminary meetings are being held for the purpose of reiterating the 
the appeal to the Sovereign and the two houses of Parliament. Reformers 
are laying aside their peculiar views, and uniting in agitating for the 


grand principle of POPULAR REPRESENTATION: in the: focal: 





legislature. Before the next packet shall have left our shores, we hope 
to be able to show to the world that Trinidad is of one mind on this all- 
important subject. We trast that the members of the Imperial Par- 


liament will afford us their powerfal protection and sapport. We shall 


appeal to them, especially those of them whose names are identified with 
the advancement of constitutional rights, with every confidence. They 
will, we are sure, éspouse our cause as one fally deserving of their hearty 
advocacy, and, having that powerful support, we shall have no apprehen- 
sions for the success of our appeal.—-7". Standard, March 7th. 

Carz or Goop Horr.—Labour at the Cape.—The first batch of 
emigrants destined to provide in the want of labourers in this colony, and 
for which laudable object the legislative council voted a sum of £10,000 
from the colonial revenue, arrived in Table Bay, on Tuesday last, in the 
ship Susan, having sailed from Plymouth on the 23rd November last. 
The number of emigrants on board amounts to 168 men and women, 70 
children, and four infants ; the first consisting of field labourers, domestic 
servants, shepherds, carpenters, masons, sawyers, &c., who, with the 
advice of their official adviser, the collector of customs, will enter into the 
service of such applicants as shall, in his opinion, have made the most 
advantageous offers, in pursuance of his invitation to that effect. It is 
said that these emigrants have been selected from a proper class of 
labourers, and tecommend themselves by their good appearance; but 
however this may be, we desire to direct the attention of all those having 
any interference in the matter, to the necessity of impressing on their 
minds that they will not be relieved here from the salutary check, in case 
they leave the service of those into whose service they may now enter, 
of being provided with a certificate of good conduct, as an indispensible 
requisite to be again employed -by others. The introduction of this 
desirable system will be the best means for securing a proper fulfilment 
of their duties on the part of these people, it will constantly secure them 
the best and most advantageous employment, and prevent their being 
carried away by the bad example of a large number of our coloured 
servants, whose vicious habits are a constant source of vexation, incon- 
venience, and loss. The colonists now have it in their power to put a 
stop to it for the future, in at least as far as these emigrants are con- 
cerned ; and it will, therefore, be their own fault if, by disregarding this 
well meaning advice, they are, in future, also annoyed by these people.—’ 
South African, Jan. 29th. 





Foreign Entelligence. 


New York. The American Negroes.—An important Convention is 
about to assemble to re-model the constitution of the State of the New 
York. Formed in the infancy of the State, it has been found insufficient for 
the fast growing emergencies of this large child of the confederacy. Most 
of the proposed changes are seized upon, of course, and used for political 
ammunition by the opposing parties. The point most hotly argued at 
this moment in the party papers, is a proposition to give negroes the 
white man’s vote of suffrage. On the face of the discussion it looks like 
a mere question of policy and philanthropy ; but the real point of issue 
lies in the reason why the Whigs (Conservatives) advocate it, and the 
democrats oppose it, viz., that the negro character is so invincibly aristo- 
cratic in its tastes, that they are sure to vote with the more respectable of 
Conservative party. It is estimated that, as the negro votes will number 
from fifteen to twenty thousand—as this is about the number of the Irish, 
who are as invincibly democratic, and have long been a favourable casting 
weight on the democratic side—the Whigs rejoice, in the prospect of 
black suffrage as a restitution of the “balance of power.”"— Morning 
Chronicle. . 

Unrrep Srares:—Appointments by the President :—(By and 
with the consent and advice of the Senate.) Andrew J. Donelson, of 
Tennessee, to be envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States at the court of his majesty, the King of Prussia, in the 
place of Henry Wheaton, who has asked to be recalled,—Union. 

When Mr. Polk came into power there were four ministers plentpoten- 
tiary of this government from the free states, viz. :—Edward Everett, 
at London, Washington Irving, at Madrid, Wilson Shannon, at Mexico, 
and Henry Wheaton, at Berlin. Now, we have seven ministers abroad 
every one of them from the slave states, and doubtless slaveholders ! 
They are— 

Louis M’Lane, of Maryland, at London. 
W. R. King, Alabama, at Paris. 
' €. &. Todd, Kentucky, at St. Petersburg. 
Henry A. Wise, Virginia, at Rio Janeiro. 
John Slidell, Louisiana, at Mexico. ; 
Romulous M. Saunders, North Carolina, at Madrid. 
Andrew J. Donelson; Tennessee, at Berlin. ee 

Besides this, the minister resident at Constantinople is a slav ch oldr 
and nearly gl the consuls who have the more important posts, ared slav_ 
holders.—Emancipator. 
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a state deition in this country which has been regarded with such deep | 
interest and intense anxiety, in all parts of the country, and by all classes 

of society, as the election in New Hampshire last week ; and the result 

far surpasses the most sanguine expectations of the friends of freedom and 

reform. The northern Gibraltar of slavery has been triumphantly scaled 

and conquered,—henceforth, we trust, to be used for thé subversion, 

and not as hitherto for the protection, of the slave system, The issue 

was fairly and openly made between liberty and slavery. The power and 

patronage of the national and state governments were brought to bear 

with tremendous energy in aid of pro-slavery democracy, and the most 

deéspérate éxertions were put forth by the unprincipled demagogues who 

have so long ruled the granite state with more than imperial sway. But 

the right side is victorious, and New Hampshire is redeemed. The 

intelligence will cause the demon of slavery to send up a howl of 
despair. 

The majority against Williams, the slavery and Texas candidate, is not 
far from 1500. 

All but eleven small towns have been heard from. The senate, when 
filled, will be anti-democratic—nine to three. 

The house, thus far, stands thus—Whigs 115—Independents 28— 
Democrats 109. 

The majority against Woodbury, the congressional opponent of John 
P. Hale, in 210 towns, is nearly 2800 ! 

The Independent Democrat, the organ of John P. Hale, announces the 
result as follows :— 

‘‘ It is with mingled feelings of joy and gratitude that we are able to 
announce the defeat of the slavery ticket. The people have spoken in 
a voice that must have a fearful meaning to the men who have undertaken 
to chain New Hampshire to the car of oppression. Williams and Wood- 
bury afe defeated. The friends of independent democracy hold the 
balance in thé legislature. The question of liberty and slavery, which 
the central committee forced upon the people, has been decided, nobly 
decided for liberty and right. In the hurry and bustle of the election 
just past, we have not been able to ascertain the exact character of all 
the men elected to the house. Enough however is ascertained to make 
it certain, that the slavish and radical test questions which have cursed 
the state for the last few years, have received their final sentence of con- 
demnation at the hands of an indignant people. Enough is ascertained 
to show that the free-men of New Hampshire will never bow down and 
worship slavery.”’ 

And again :—‘' We think the result indicates that the democratic free- 
men of New Hampshire are opposed to the proscriptive and tyranical 
clique who have for a few years assumed to rule, and in ruling have ruined 
the democratic party. We think it indicates that New Hampshire will 
not bow down to slavery. It indicates that no central committee, or 
‘traveller in search of public sentiment,’ can bring to the block an honest 
and faithful representative, for being true to liberty and the people. It 
indicates that better men and better counsels shall hereafter rule New 
Hampshire.””—Liberator. 

Texas.—The first legislature of the state of Texas commenced at Austin, 
Feb. 16. The inauguration of Governor Henderson took place on the 
19th. He received from the people 8910. votes, and Dr. Miller 1672— 
total 10,582 votes, and Texas has two representatives! Gen. Burleson 
is president of the senate. Gen. Houston and Mr. Rusk are chosen 
senators of the United States. Of Gen. Houston, the N. Y. Tribune 
says :—‘‘ We utter no libel when we-say.that, in his habits, his principles 
and his character, he is the fittest-representative of that state that could 
possibly be foudd, and the most thorough embodiment extant of the prin- 
ciples exemplified in every period of Texan history, from the beginning 
to the_present.time.’’ - The total population of Texas, white and black, 
is estimated at 75,000. } 


Spain.—The papers state that General O’ Donnell, (we may now, I pre- 
sume, say) ‘‘ late” Captain-General of Cuba, has been created Count of 
Lucena, in reward for the eminent services performed by him in favour of 
the queen and the country in “‘ days of much difficulty.’”” It may not be 
uninteresting to know the nature of the services rendered by this individual. 
Of course they were those he rendered to the Queen-Mother. In 1841 
O’Donnell petitioned the government of Espartero (to whom, by the way, 
he owes nearly all he has) to be permitted to reside at Bilboa en ewartel. 
There was some objection made to his presence there, and he was allowed 
to go to Pampeluna, on his giving his word of honour that he would not 
engage in any conspiracy. O’Donnell pledged his word. All he wished 
was to live in quiet and tranquillity with his family. Espartero, unsus- 
picious and honourable himself, believed that the person he had protected 
and promoted, even beyond his merits, was swayed by the same feeling, 
trusted to his word, and the permission was granted accordingly. If 
Espartero had remembered the history of the O’Donnell’s of 1820, he 
would have acted more cautiously. The manner in which the new Count 
of Lucena fulfilled his promise was by organizing a conspiracy; seducing 
the troops to rebellion; stealing by night into the citadel of Pampeluna, 
and, with a cowardly ferocity, bombarding a city which was almost de- 
fenceless! The attempt failed. When he heard of the terrible name of 





Zurbano, who was advancing on Vittoria and Ayerbe, or.Pampeluna, be- 


lieving, with another renowned warrior, that “ discretion was the better 
part of valour,’’ he very wisely ran out by the Puerta del Socorro—the 
back door, in fact, of the citadel; and, after some difficulty in escaping 
from the vengeance of the men he had seduced, succeeded in reaching the 
French territory. He took no part in the perilous portion of the pro- 
nouncement of 1843. All was decided when he appeared on the scene. 
Such are the distinguished services of the Count of Lucena in * days of 
difficulty.” His services in Cuba, and the sanguinary punishments in- 
flicted on the slaves, are too well known to be easily forgotten. For such 
service, however, he would appear to be admirably adapted.— Chronicle, 
April 13. 

Gatiicia.—The Universal German Gazette, of the 8th ult., publishes 
the following intelligence from Gallicia to the 3lst March: —‘‘ The 
peasants still continue to pillage. ‘They are mostly commanded by dis. 
banded soldiers. In the circle of Tarnow Izela, and not Sala, commands 
12,000 peasants well armed. He is persuaded that he is chosen by Provi- 
dence to be the executor of the Imperial will. He has carried his 
audacity so far as to send a deputation to wait on the Emperor at Vienna. 
In the circle of Bochina, a peasant named Khryga commands the insur- 
gents, another named Janocha in Sandecz, and in Przemyse and Sambo a 
man named Boschola. The Emperor’s letter, thanking the peasants, was 
received with contempt by the armed hordes. When one of the ORS 
Commissioners represented to the peasants, who now consider thems 
to be the owners of the property of the late nobility, to “eam 
there exist widows and orphans to whom the property. 
replied, ‘ We have flayed the great dogs, and we shall soon ge 
little.’ Each of the Imperial Commissioners is accompanied by six 
soldiers, notwithstanding which protection.two of them have been already 
murdered by the peasants. In the circle of. Tarnow, one of the most 
populous districts in Gallicia, there remain but nineteen of all the pro- 
prietors and their families.’’ 

The National, of the 15th ult., states, that its intelligence from Gallicia 
describes the insurrection as becoming daily more formidable, ‘' Our 
correspondent,’’ it says, ‘‘ informs us that the Russian troops are re- 
duced to complete inaction, the soldiers confining themselves to protect 
the security of the roads, and the insurgents being now masters of the 
country. A person from Vienna, connected with the government, writes 
that there are’ at least 20,000 armed individuals who refuse obedience to 
the orders of the civil and military authorities of the province. Their 
organization, plans, and modes of manceuvring had caused the gfeatest 
surprise to the commander of the troops, and they had inferred from these 
circumstances that the insurgents had able chiefs at their head. To those 
pafticulars our correspondent adds:—‘ I have been assured that the 
rural population of Ukraine, having been apprised of the events in Gallicia, 
had become agitated, not to murder its landlords, but to demand the abo- 
lition of forced labour, and quit and crown rents, and the possession of a 
portion of the soil. Austria, not knowing the cause of the present agi- 
tation, imagined that it was rancorously excited by a great power; but 
experience will prove to her that it has deeply-rooted natural causes, the 
irresistible action of which exercises its influence over upwards of 
20,000,000 serfs’ ’’ 


Bournon. — By the Julie brig, Captain Duliot, which arrived on 
Tuesday at Havre from the Isle of Bourbon, intelligence has been received 
from that colony to December 25. It appears that, on the 23rd, some 
disturbances had taken place in the island. The blacks having assembled 
in the St. André district, and committed some ravages in the rural pro- 
perties, it was found necessary to call out the gendarmerie, and 60 negroes 
were taken to prison. The next day the colony was on the alert, the mi- 
litary received cartridges, apd the posts were all doubled. The fears of a 
rising caused the governor to forbid the celebration of the midnight mass 
for Christmas-day. Captain Duliot sailed the next morning.—Morning 
Chronicle, April 9th. 


TurxEy. ConsTANTINOPLE, March 26.—A new hatti-sheriff has 
lately been issued by the Porte, and within the last few days made public. 
The necessity there at present exists here of issuing such injunctions as I 
shall now transcribe will show how habitual and universal extortion and 
venality in the Turkish provinces have hitherto been, on the part of the 
officers and agents of the Porte. 


The following are the most remarkable clauses of the new hatti-sheriff : 
—1l. No one shall be subject to corvfées (or forced labour), but every 
one shall receive wages f>r his work. 2. Governors, judgés, officers, and 
other functionaries shall be obliged to purchase {whatever they may need 
at the regular market price. 3, The agents of the government when sent 
into any town, bourg, or village to collect taxes, or for any other purpose, 
must, like any other travellers, eat and drink at their own expense; they are 
not allowed even to accept of an egg without paying forit. 4. Governors 
must receive no presents under any pretexts whatsoever, neither for procur- 
ing places for applicants, nor from any other consideration. 5. Every 
subject of the empire, after he hes paid his taxes, shall be exempt from 
every other exaction from the governors or their agents. 6. The metro- 
politans and primates of the Christiari Churches are charged not to molest 
their people, no? to subject them to forced labour, and to treat them with 
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gentleness and justice. 7. The members of the judicial councils of the 
provinces will be careful to examine the matters brought before chem with 
the most scrupulous integrity to hold the balance of justice steadily be- 
tween all parties. 

This edict is the first of the kind, except that of Gulhani, that has been 
published in the Greek and Armenian languages as well as the Turkish. 
Hitherto, hatti-sheriffs have been sent merely to the governors of the pro- 
vinees written only in Turkish; they have been considered as addressed 
exclusively to officials ; little or no attention has been paid to them; and 
when any individuals have complained of their infraction, they have usually 
been bastinadoed or imprisoned for their presumption. But now the 
Raya and Turkish population are directly addressed in their respective 
languages. The present Hatti-sheriff circulates widely among them. Its 
main purpose seems to be to let them know that they have rights; and 
they are becoming daily convinced that any complaints they may make 
against public functionaries will be promptly attended to. A most bene- 
ficial change in the administrations of the pachas has consequently already 
taken place. Never were the people of this empire so little oppressed as 
they are now; and it may be hoped that by proceeding in the course he 
nas adopted, Rechid Pacha may at last inspire the governors of the pro- 
vinces with his own spirit; that when they find they can no longer be 
oppressors, they may be willing to forward instead of obstructing, as they 
actually do, the reforms the patriot minister is so intent, despite the 
scanty influence he at this moment possesses, upon carrying into execution. 
Rechid Pacha’s hand may be seen prominently in the edict I have above 
transcribed. 





Miscellanea. 


‘Carrure of AN AMERICAN Staver, witH 900 Sraves.—Captain 
Ryder, of the Ohio, from Port Praya, has furnished us with a circular 
from the Methodist Missionaries at Monrovia, dated December 17, on the 
capture of the barque Pons, of Philadelphia, with 900 slaves, on the 
lst of December, by the U. S. ship Yorktown, Captain Bell, in lat. 
3 south, three days out from Cabenda, bound to Rio Janeiro. When 
the Pons was first seen, she raised American colours, supposing the 
Yorktown was a British cruiser ; but discovering the mistake, immediately 
hoisted the Portuguese flag. On boarding her, and demanding her papers 
of the Portuguese captain, he replied, ‘‘ I have thrown them overboard.”’ 
On being asked what was his cargo, he said, ‘‘ about 900 slaves, M3 
On further examination it was found that she had shipped 914, between 
the ages of eight and thirty, only forty-seven of them females, >and lah 
the factory 400 or 500 more, which they bad imtended to have taken 
the same vessel, but were prevented by the proximity of a British cruiser, 
from which they narrowly escaped. The Pons was put under the charge 
of Lieut. Cogdell, and was fourteen days in getting. up to Monrovia, 
during which time about one hundred and fifty of the poor wretches died 
—some of them jumpin; overboard in fits of desperation—and on her 
arrival at Monrovia, reve-al of the slaves were in a dying state, and many 
were so emaciated that their skin literally cleaved to their bones, and the 
stench of the crowded hold was almost suffocating. 


A letter from one of the Methodist Missionaries gives the account of 
the sufferings of the slaves, and says it is utterly impossible for language 
to convey an appropriate idea of the horrors of their situation—the living 
and the dying were-huddled together with less care than is bestowed upon 
the brute creation—the thermometer at 100 to 120 in the hold. Most of 
the slaves were in a state of nudity, and many had worn their skin 
through, producing putrid ulcers, which fed swarms of flies.—Sale 
Register. v 

. This is the fourth American slaver captured by the Yorktown. 


Sr. HeLena.—The Cygnet brigantine, Commander Layton, arrived at 
St. Helena from Benguela on Christmas-day. She had captured a slaver 
with 360 slaves on board, which she brought in with her. 


_ Ayticrpatine Justice.—The Southampton, East Indiaman, 35 days 
from St, Helena, has brought intelligence of the “‘ rollers’’ having washed 
on shore at that island no less than 17 vessels seized by our cruisers, and 
brought before the Vice Admiralty Court for slave dealing. This is a 
summary way of carrying out the act of parliament which requires slave 
vessels to be destroyed. 


Stave Taape.—Conviction,—Mr. Loring Larkins, formerly captain 
of the schooner, Merchant, was tried at Charleston last week, on a charge 
of being about to engage in the slave-trade, and convicted. The punish- 
ment is a fine of not more than $7000, and imprisonment for not more 
than five years. 


slaver is concluded, Mr. Graham, for the defence, declining to examine 
any witnesses. The captain was committed in default of now bail, and 
the mate of $2500.— Liberator. 


LicentTiousnEss or. SLaveny.—The following is a iiteral copy of an 
advertisement which was taken down from one of the pillars of the capital 
of one of the slave states. No one can have the least doubt for what: the 
‘‘ handsome, smart, and sound’’ young woman is offered for sale, 


‘FRENCH COOK, HAIR DRESSER, AND BARBERESS, 
FOR SALE. 


Youns, Hanpsome, Smart, Honest, anv Sounp, TiTLes PERFECT. 
Apply to ”” 
In the letter accompanying this hand-bill is the following extract :— 
‘*T tell you, the half of the abominations and devilishness of this slave 
system cannot be told. My heart aches every day to see so many fine 
looking male and female slaves so dreadfully treated. I inclose an 
advertisement which I tore down from the pillars of the capital of the 
state. It is notorious, that the whole female population of slaves are in a 
state of prostitution, I care not how it may be denied at the n-th; 
it is not attempted to be concealed here. You cannot imagine what a 
powerful influence the little band of abolitionists have already exerted on 
the slave-holder. I can see that all that is wanting now is to goon. Do 
not forget the poor slave, especially at the ballot-box ; that is the instru- 
mentality which the slave-holder most fears,’’—Emancipator. 


Murper or NeGroges.—The Abbeville S. C. Banner states, that two 
negroes belonging to Gen. Mc Duffie, were killed on Friday, the 13th ult., 
by two other negroes who were acting in the capacity of drivers! It is 
said their deaths were caused by severe chastisement for inattention to 
business. The Colombia Chronicle remarks : “‘ This proves conclusively, 
what has often been asserted before, that negroes are more cruel to their 
fellow slaves, where they are entrusted with power over them than white 
men are.’’ 





Asotitionists.—An agent of the Abolitionists was discovered a few 
miles below Memphis, on the Arkansas shore, on Saturday, the 2Ist ult., 
and another in the same neighbourhood on the 23rd. The citizens peace- 
ably assembled and ordered them to leave, which order was as peaceably 
observed. 


Liseration or Staves :—In Virginia, Mrs. Eleanor Hall, of Rich- 
mond, deceased in July last, bequeathing to all her slaves, eighty in 
number, their freedom, with a sum of money to each, enough to pay 
their expenses of emigration to a free state.—True Wesleyan. 


EMANCIPATION IN Texas :—A legal gentleman of eminence in Ohio, 
in a late letter to us, says —‘‘ I had occasion, the other day, to make some 
provision, in my professional capacity,-for the emancipation of fourteen 
slaves and their increase, in Texas. A majority of them were native 
Africans. So, it is death to bring in slaves from Africa by sea, but a patent 
of nobility to bring them in by land.”’—Emancipator. 





DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Tae following contributions have been received since our last, and are 
hereby thankfully acknowledged :— 

Donations. Subscriptions. 

Bristol.—Thomas, George .... 


ee eeseessees 50 0 i ic ete tea ced 











Thomas, Edward ..............¢ 50 0 0 se 
Clifton, near Rrisiel—Sbabent, Bee) P. 56 00 141 0 
Teddington.—Hathway, W. S. ee . ee 
London.—Fitzjames —— . cities | Sabie s 1 0 
' Elliott, John, 2 years .. erry ae —— 220 
Ladies’ Negro Friend and Anti- 
Slavery Society, Southwark. . 12 0 0 
Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Associtioa, 
Stoke Newington .. . 12 0 0 
Cheltenham.—Anti-Slavery Society ne beeees 40 0 


Chesham.—Samuel P. Pryor ..............5 m——— 11 0 














One or tHe Siavers.—The examination in the case of the Patuxent 
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